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A\ Tribute to Our Deaconesses 


SISTER MAGDALENE VON BRACHT 
Oldest living Deaconess in America 


The Luther League of America through its Life Service De- 
partment will aid any young woman in_ obtaining a contact with 
the Board of Deaconess Work of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


DEACONESS WORK 


During the month of June Deaconess Work will be 
given publicity throughout the United Lutheran Church 
since that is the month assigned to the Board of Dea- 
coness Work. 


Deaconess Work has been carried on in this coun- 
try for more than 90 years and our Church has two 
Motherhouses, one at Philadelphia and the other at Bal- 
timore, dating back in their history and development 
57 and 47 years respectively. There are at present 157 
consecrated Sisters and 37 probationers connected with 
the two institutions. In addition to their service in the 
Motherhouse there are many other types of service for 
the Sisters such as parishes, homes for the aged, chil- 
dren’s homes, schools, hospices, hospitals, dispensaries, 
inner mission societies, mission fields, charitable organ- 
izations and various other departments of Christian 
service. 


There is need for more young women in Deaconess 
Work and there are great opportunities for full time life 
service in this department of church work. No other 
career offers greater opportunities for joyful Christian 
life work than the Diaconate. In addition to training 
young women for the Diaconate, the Baltimore Mother- 
house has courses for special students who desire to 
render service in the Church and institutions of the 
Church but who do not desire to become deaconesses. 
Hundreds of young women have taken these special 
courses and are doing splendid work throughout the 
Church. 

For further information and for free literature ad- 
dress the Executive Secretary, Board of Deaconess 
Work, 2500 W. North Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


LIFE SERVICE BOOK LIST 


1. “Business Men of the Bible’—James C. Muir . .$1.00 
2. “They Dared To Live’—R. M. Bartlettwyesce. $1.25 
3. “Men of the Outposts’—Herbert Welch ....... $2.00 
4. “Creative Pioneers”’—Sherwood Eddy and 

Kirby Page sci «sae ss .00 3 5 ie eee $1.50 
5. “What a Church Member Should Know” 

A. AY Zinc... ... 4... ee $ .20 
6. “Finding The Goal Posts’—L. H. Howe ...... $1.00 
7. “Reaching The Unchurched”—A. L. Murray ..$1.50 
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Christian Service 
In Teaching 


ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 
President of The Luther League of America . 
Union Hill High School, Union City, N. J. 

The emphasis today in the professions is for men 
and women with the right spirit of service. The teach- 
ing profession today is making its appeal for young men 
and women to prepare themselves not only to teach a 
subject but also to guide and counsel their students. | 
This addition to the requirements of the teacher of today 
is the result of the spread of Christian influence into 
the school systems of today. For when school teachers 
are requested to consider the total life of a student, the 
welfare of his full being is studied and any help that 
can be given must be supplied. A young person today 
with a love for teaching may put his Christianity to good 
use. For the guidance department of most school sys- 
tems is looking for teachers with the same qualities that 
Jesus had. Let us note a few incidents or statements 
from Jesus’ life that are being translated into the schools 
by those in the profession which is second only to the 
ministry. 

Jesus told a parable about three men and their tal- 
ents. He commended the two who invested theirs and 
condemned the one who failed to use his talent. In the 
schools of today teachers are being given full time as- 
signments to determine the abilities of the students for 
the express purpose of comparing their achievements 
with their abilities. 


Jesus said to one person “Go and sin no more.” 
He showed understanding and confidence and gave the 
person a chance to try again. In the schools of today 
the discipline cases are being treated with complete 
understanding of causes and motives involved in order 


that helpful suggestions may be given to both students 
and teachers involved. 


Jesus called his disciples into service for the king- 
dom. Many schools of today have experts in their voca- 
tional guidance departments who assist students in their 
choice of a position or profession. A Christian teacher 


in such a position will emphasize the service motive of 
all work. 


Jesus was described as one who made the blind 
see, the lame walk, the dumb speak, and the leper whole. 
The finest trend in education today, participated in by 
teachers, is the variety of special teaching groups that 
are being added to the system. For example classes for 
the mentally slow, classes for the crippled in limb, classes 
for those who are blind, classes for the children who 
are neglected at home, classes for the undernourished, 
classes for the weak in mind. Al} these special classes 
are a direct answer to Jesus’ statement “in as much as 
ye have done it to the least of these my brethren ye 
have done it unto me.” Teachers of today are using 
Christ’s way of helping children and students. Chris- 
tian teachers are being called into these special fields and 
adding to their profession a new and better meaning. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


AM getting my degree this spring. It was a 

long while ago that I graduated from high school, 

and during all this time I have been planning or 

working in some way toward this goal. Why? 
Why have I kept at it through sickness, disappointments, 
delay? Why have I been willing—and glad—to sacrifice 
time and money that might have been spent on per- 
sonal pleasures in order to achieve a slip of parchment 
bearing my name? Because I would receive a larger 
salary for holding it? No. The additional salary I might 
receive would little more than pay for the cost of the 
schooling. For the prestige it would lend? One con- 
cludes that it means little to hold a degree when the 
most uninterested and pleasure loving may have it for 
very little effort if he chances to be blessed with a full 
purse. Why, then, am I here? 


This sheepskin is not a simple thing. It is not a 
representation of a single achievement or a single ideal. 
It is a composite of the dreams and achievements of 
years. It is the sum of richer living, wider knowledge, 
of growing, throbbing life. 

The desire to know more of this amazing world 
in which we live, to understand the symbols that sur- 
round us, to cypher with Euclid, to philosophize with 
Plato and Socrates, to print with Franklin, to read and 
listen to the tales that all the world has listened to—that 
is to live. To know something of the physical universe 
that surrounds us, of the riches of nature, her beauties 
and her gifts, the effect of the past upon the present in 
’ thought and culture, the knowledge of another tongue 
which is the key to the thought of another nation—these 
are some of the riches that become one’s heritage along 
with the bit of sheepskin. All of life and every day of 
living are richer and fuller for it. 

’ Nor are these all. There is the priceless experience 
of the contact with richer minds than our own, minds 
which first guide, then stimulate, then challenge us, and 
finally teach judgment and discrimination. And these 
are the things which follow and guide us through all 
the years ahead. These minds which one meets are 
neither few nor unimportant. They may be the authors 
of one’s texts, the writers whose literary works one 
reads first because he must and again because he wishes. 
There are one’s professors whose personalities and inter- 
est ate as lights in the darkness, and remain always a 
stimulating memory. And then there is the companion- 
ship with other students, young people who are inter- 
ested in the same things, who dream the same dreams, 
who climb the same mountains of despair or desire or 
fulfillment. These friendships never end. 

The most powerful forces in life are intangible. No 
hand prompts nor stays the ocean’s tides. No mind can 
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more than understand the forces which hold the planets 
suspended in space and guide them in their orbits about 
the sun. These are powers which cannot be challenged 
nor duplicated, neither can they be seen, yet they must 
be reckoned with. Likewise the strongest forces in life 
are unseen and scarcely understood or recognized. What 
college and the degree mean in one’s life are, as in na- 
ture, unseen yet all-powerful. 

What makes a great man? Wisdom, understand- 
ing, the knowledge that is power. One cannot be wise 
who is blind to the meaning of the world about him, to 
the accomplishments and contributions of the nations 
which have preceded his upon the earth, of the debt 
he owes to the men who have striven and suffered to 
place right upon the throne, or to learn the facts which 
will free the human race from the bondage of poverty, 
ignorance, or disease. Poor indeed is the man who does 
not recognize his debt to the millions who have lived 
and achieved before him, making the world a safer and 
more comfortable place in which to live. Blind is he 
who does not burn with the desire to do his part in 
fighting the battles which still face this world of ours. 
College opens the door upon this fair world and shows 
a man his place in the caravan of the human race. 

But could not one acquire all this in two years, 
or three? Why sacrifice further for the last few weeks, 
the last few credits? Why not take what one has and 
forget the degree? The answer is neither fair nor diffi- 
cult. If each draught is sweet why leave the cup un- 
drained? And add to this the satisfaction of a task 
completed. How could one stop short of it? 

But perhaps you are asking yet another question. 
Perhaps you are saying, “Yes, it is all true, but why 
Carthage? Why not some great school with a great 
name?” x7) 

Because at Carthage one is a part of it all, one is 
one of the school, a very real part of the college com- 
munity. At Carthage one is neither an unimportant cog 
in a very large wheel nor an interesting psychological 
study; he is himself, an individual worthy in his own 
right, a respected personality, and a loved and honored 
student and friend, a part of it all, a part that counts. 
In other words, he belongs. He is welcomed when he 
comes, missed when he is gone. Here he lives. He - a 
Carthagenian. 

Why have I paid the price it has cost in money and 
time and effort for this A. B. I am to get in a few 
weeks? Because it is the thing most valuable and pre- 
cious to me that my money and time could buy. Then 
will I write my name boldly, “John Doe, Bachelor of 
Arts?” No, for it will be written instead on my mind 
and on my heart. Proud of it? No, just thankful. 
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Education 


He that gathereth in summer is a wise son; But he that 
sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.—Prov. Oe 


Suggestions For Summer Activities 


' There was something sadly incon- 
‘sistent between the two inscriptions 
seen one July day on a city church: 
~on the cornerstone the words, “Erect- 
-ed ‘to the glory of God, A. D. 1920.” 
and on the bulletin board a large 
sign, “Closed till September.” 


In summer days, the out-of-doors 
beckons, but not necessarily from 
the. Church. Many Leagues find 
summer activities particularly help- 
ful in providing the young people 
with healthful and upbuilding inter- 
“ests. 

Local conditions and the initiative 
of the League leaders will determine 
the exact program for the summer. 
The following suggestions have been 
found helpful: 


Devotional. What greater thrill 
can there be than to meet God in 
‘the cool of a beautiful summer morn- 
‘ing, and to have fellowship with Him 
‘in Word and devotion while the east- 
ern sky is aflame with the rising sun, 
His assurance of coming glory? Not 
all Luther Leaguers will appreciate 
early rising, but a few hardy souls 
-will respond to the challenge to an 
early morning hike, devotional meet- 
“ing, and breakfast. Try it and profit! 


Long will remain in your heart the 
blessing of an evening hymn-sing on 


the lake shore, or among the hills,’ 


or around the campfire. Some may 
call it a picnic, but to others it is a 
beautiful tryst with God. Encourage 
your League to appreciate the joy 
of out-of-doors devotional meetings, 
picnic style, but with the plus which 
is found in Christian gatherings. 


On those Sundays or other days 
when your pastor is out of town, why 
not take over the Sunday evening 
service, letting your testimony ring 
out to the whole congregation A 
simple program of hymns, devotions, 
and Bible study will provide an hour 
of real blessing for your congrega- 
tion. 


Four’ 


Or, individually, try the reading of 
those devotional books you long have 
intended to read. No school and 
more time; or vacation time from 
your work;—use them for your devo- 
tional upbuilding through the best 
reading. 

Many a pastor longs for more 
helpers in Vacation Bible School 
work, Offer him your help as teacher, 
or your presence as pupil in his Bible 
class! Grow in grace and power! 

Keep that reading list alive! Keep 
your Luther League library books 
circulating. Read! Read! Read! 

Attend the services in God’s house 
each Lord’s Day to worship and find 
spiritual refreshment. We need God‘s 
guidance and spiritual enlightenment 
in summer as well as winter. 

Outdoor Luther League devotion- 
als have proven helpful and encour- 
age good attendance. 

Recreational. Be sure to include 
in your summer schedule at least 
one exchange meeting with some 
other Luther League. Let the town 
League invite the rural League, or 
vice versa; then return the compli- 
ment. Good results are achieved 
when the visiting League provides 
the program and the host League 
provides for the lunch and fellow- 
ship hour, 


Have you tried a motor hike? 
Gather enough cars (be sure to share 
expenses) and journey to some dis- 
tant point of interest; leave the cars, 
hike, explore, have lunch and devo- 
tional meeting, and then return home 
at a good hour. These trips take all 
day but fit in well with July 4 and 
Labor Day holidays. 

Regardless of whether or not the 
fish bite, Luther League fishing par- 
ties are fun; so are Luther League 
hikes, steak-fries, swimming parties, 
picnics, and wiener roasts. 

(Suggested by material 
“Lutheran Companion.”) 


in the 


"I Wonder” 


If you would run away from it. 


It was the late Arthur Brisbane, I 
believe, who once told a story of the 
two sheep thieves which ran some- 
thing like this. 


Two brothers were caught stealing 
sheep, and were brought before the 
judge. Both of the men were found 
guilty. As a punishment the judge de- 
clared that two letters, “S. T.,” 
should be burned into the forehead 
of each man, so that everyone would 
know they were “Sheep Thieves.” 


As the two brothers left the court 
the one turned to the other and said, 
“I’m going to leave this town and 
live somewhere where no one will 
know of my crime. I will start with 
a clean slate, and live a good and 
righteous life among people who 
know nothing of my past.” 


This first brother did go to an- 
other town to start life anew, but 
everywhere he went the people kept 
asking about the two letters S. T. 
on his forehead. He could not find 
work nor could he make friends, 
everyone was suspicious of him and 
wondered about those letters. 


The other brother stayed in the 
same town where he had first stolen 
the sheep, but he too tried to live a 
better and more honest life. At first 
it was hard, but finally someone gave 
him a job, so that he might earn 
enough to live. He worked hard and 
grew to be a very old man. 


Then one day a little child hap- 
pened to notice the two letters S. T., 
which were still dimly printed on his 
forehead, and ran to ask his mother 
what they mean. 

“It happened a long time ago, my 
son, and I don’t remember just what 
it was,” she said. “I think it must 
stand for “Saint,’ because he is so 
good.” 


We all “steal sheep” and we are 
all found guilty before our Father 
in Heaven and by our fellowmen. 
Our sin leaves a mark on us which 
is deep and lasting, one we cannot 
escape. Yet, isn’t it better to ask for 
repentance and stay near those 
against whom we have sinned than 
to try to run away from our sin? 


God is love, He is our Father. He 
will help us turn our hearts from sin 
into love, and the mark of guilt into 
the mark of Christian service. 


Have we the courage to follow this 
path? I wonder! 


HUBERT J. HENRICH 
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THE TIME of YOUR L 


REV. C. S. SCHMIDLING 


“Anna had the time of her life.” So said John. 

What did he mean? Did you ever have the time of 
your life? When? 

“Having the time of one’s life” is one of those 
unique expressions we use because it is difficult to put 
the thought in regular words. Maybe Anna was bath- 
ing, dressing, feeding, nursing, amusing, and soothing 
eight children from six in the morning to midnight, 
every day of the year. Maybe Anna was at a dance 
with the best boy friend. Maybe Anna was wrestling 
with a trigonometry problem. Maybe Anna was on a 
winter vacation at a Maine sports camp, sliding down 
a snowy hill and making a hundred foot jump on skis. 
Whatever it was I guess Anna was just living her life 
to the fullest, and every moment was big and bursting 
with energy and excitement. What was Anna doing? 
Ask John! 

Anna was at a revival meeting and the usual group 
of sinners were hitting the sawdust trail with their drab 
confessions. Finally Anna stood up to make one state- 
ment: “I’m having the time of my life being a Chris- 
tian.” 

Did you ever have the time of your life being a 
Christian? Boy if you haven’t, you have been missing 
something. Talk of adventure and thrill, romance, ex- 
citement, worthwhile living, parties and fun, or living 
life to it’s fullest, anyone who has missed living in Christ 
or having rather Christ living in them, has just about 
missed everything, no matter what they have expe- 
rienced. 

Did you ever read King Solomon’s book called 
Ecclesiastes? King Solomon had plenty of opportuni- 
ties, and a thirst for adventure. He said, being King, 
he could do almost everything. He went to see every- 
thing there was to see, he ate and drank everything 
he could find for a new taste, he heard all the best 
music, and all the dances. He even composed bits of 
music himself. He says in his book that he set out to 
see, hear, enjoy and know everything, and when he 
got through he had one word for it: vanity. Useless- 
ness of uselessness, it’s all empty, and there isn’t any- 
thing new under the sun. But Solomon in his wisdom 
came close to the truth; he ended his book with the 
words “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this 
is the whole duty of man.” 

But Solomon, for all his crown and wisdom, knew 
of Jesus Christ only in prophecy. Solomon did not know 
about Jesus leaving a throne and power far greater 
than Solomon could dream of, and coming down to 
live in a house with common people. Not just to conde- 
scend and see how those people lived, but to live with 
them, and be one of them. With every ounce of His 
almighty power to try the almost hopeless task of rais- 
ing them up from below the level of beasts where they 
had sunk through sin. Of course he did not succeed per- 
fectly. Many of the people he came in contact with 
just sank deeper and finally crucified Him, but some, 
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yes some, took His hand and were raised from the 
dead life they were living and were reborn. They found 
they had a new Father: a heavenly One, they were sons 
of God, and princes and princesses of the mighty King 
of the world. There was a glorious future ahead of 
them. They learned that “Dust thou art to dust return- 
eth, was not spoken of the soul” but that they had a 
glorious destiny. When a person learns to be a real 
Christian, and live with Christ, all those minor diffi- 
culties like being broke financially, or having half an 
education, or any of those obstacles that stop worldly 
success just fade out, and that person begins to have 
the time of his or her life. 


Can you have the time of your life being a Chris- 
tian? Do you want to? 


Let’s go to a hospital. Any one. Look around. The 
intern may be having the time of his life in the operat- 
ing room. Oh yes, so are some of the nurses and doc- 
tors who are working just for the love of it and enjoy- 
ing doing what good their skill affords. Some of the 
patients enjoy being sick. They won’t live long for they 
will soon convince themselves they are dying. Look at 
the cripples and hopeless cases. Seems to me I’ve heard 
of hopeless cripples turning out years later to be world 
champion swimmers and runners. Yes it’s true, you 
don’t have to have much equipment to start with; just 
a bit of life and then add some stamina and training 
and a dash of desire. 


Yes, that’s all it takes. Just a bit of life. You have 
seen Christians. who don’t enjoy Christianity because 
they are half dead with laziness. If you feel that way, 
take what life you have left, and put it to doing some- 
thing with Christ and watch your life revive. How often 
have you missed because you gave up too soon. Sup- 
pose Jesus quit at Bethany because somebody said La- 
zarus never had been dead. Next add the training. Ever 
hear of anybody winning a race without going on some- 
thing of a diet and practicing? Now add the dash of 
desire, don’t forget this, for without it, we lose every- 
thing. But just start a little desiring to have Christ come 
and live in you, and see how quick He gets there, and 
gives you opportunities to live in His work, how quickly 
He gives the understanding and strength. Yes, with the 
talents and life you have, you can quickly have the time 
of your life being a Christian —Exchange. 


oe se a eg eee 
NOTICE 
Intermediate Secretaries and Superintendents! 
This is the last issue of the Luther League Re- 
view in which the materials for the Intermediate 
Devotional meetings will be published. Beginning 
with the July-August-September issue of the 
“Intermediate Quarterly Helps” all Intermediate 
topics material will be published in the “Inter- 
mediate Quarterly Helps.” 
[Sia Se 2 ee ee eee 
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rogress In the British Guiana Mission 


M. EDWIN THOMAS 


PASTOR PATRICK MAGALEE 
New Amsterdam, British Guiana 


Many of our Leaguers will remember Pastor Magalee and 
Pastor Bowen, who attended many of our Luther League conven- 
tions and conferences while in school here in the United States. 


In two years the British Guiana mission will cele- 
brate its bi-centennial. It now has a baptized member- 
ship of 972. Very naturally one can raise the question, 
why talk of progress when after almost two hundred 
years there are less than one thousand members? A 
glance at its history affords a ready answer. For more 
than one hundred and fifty years there was but one 
congregation located in New Amsterdam. This was 
composed of Dutch Lutheran settlers. When the work 
was taken over in 1915 by the General Synod, which in 
1918 became part of the United Lutheran Church, the 
country was in British hands. Much of the old Dutch 
stock had been replaced by East Indians, blacks, Afri- 
cans and aborigines (Indians.) There were then three 
small river congregations in addition to the one in New 
Amsterdam. One missionary with the aid of a few na- 
tive helpers ministered to these people. 

A similar condition prevailed until 1936 when a 
very significant event occurred. On November first of 
that year, Rev. Aubrey Bowen, of East Indian extrac- 
tion, who was educated at Wittenberg College and Sem- 
inary, was ordained to the Gospel ministry, in New Am- 
sterdam, by the missionary. A similar event occurred in 
1938 when Rey. Patrick Magalee, who likewise received 
his training in the States, was ordained in New Am- 
sterdam. 

With Pastor Bowen, located in Georgetown opening 
new work; with Pastor Magalee in charge of the so- 
called river stations and the missionary serving as the 
pastor in Old Ebenezer, New Amsterdam, things began 
to move. The spiritual life and interest in the church 
members were quickened. Accessions were more numer- 
ous than formerly. A congregation was organized in 
Georgetown. The baptized membership in Ebenezer was 
increased by a third and the communing membership 
was trebled. This new enthusiasm spread to the river 
stations. 

One of the direct results of this growth was a real 
desire on the part of clergy and laity to have their 
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church plants renovated. The Mission appealed to the 
Board of Foreign Missions for financial assistance to 
repair or rebuild some of the buildings. As a result in 
granting their requests, the Mission buildings are in a 
much improved condition. In addition to making re- 
pairs three additional church plants have been or are 
in the process of being added. They are: a new plant 
in Albouystown, a section of Georgetown; a new church 
building at Ituni, located 125 miles up the Berbice River 
among aboriginal Indians, and a Chapel at Lochaber. 
The first two projects were made possible through the 
1940 Foreign Mission Time offerings. 


In a recent letter from the field there are indica- 
tions that more progress is contemplated. We quote one 
sentence, “If the Lutheran Church is to develop from a 
Mission into an indigenous Church it must be estab- 
lished in three more strategic points.” In fact five new 
places are mentioned before the letter is finished. The 
mission feels the present ordained staff is sufficiently 
large to develop these new points while continuing to 
look after work already established. 


Rags, 


PASTOR AND MRS. AUBREY R. BOWEN 
Georgetown, British Guiana 


After Dr. John R. Mott returned last year from his 
trip to the East Coast of South America, he reported 
that “today is the golden opportunity for Evangelical 
effort in these countries to the south of us.” This state- 
ment substantiates the testimony of our own mission- 
aries. The “Good Neighbor” policy of our government 
is an advantage to our work in so far as it tends to 
break down prejudices. In other words South America 
is now open to receive the Gospel. Let us rejoice in 
this fact and give our missionaries and. national workers 
the needed support in this promising field. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


: 


Rules Governing Three Contests Being Promoted by the 
LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 
in the Interests of Publicity 


Best Arrticle: 


This is a contest for the best article published 
in a State or Synodical Luther League paper dur- 
ing 1941. (Contest closes December 15, 1941.) 


It may be of a devotional nature, missionary, or in the field of Life Service. The 
award will be made to the writer of the article. Mention will be made of the paper in 
which it appeared. If it is desired for publication in the LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, 


it must be available for such use. 


Contestants must be bona fide members of a Luther League that is affiliated with 
the District (or Conference) and State (or Synodical) Luther League. Attestation of 


this fact must accompany entry. 


Best Paper: 


In judging the following matters will be taken 


is 


Rest Photograph: 


into account: 


Adequate coverage of the total Luther League 
program, including all three departments (Edu- 
cation, Missions, Life Service) and due atten- 
tion to the interests of the three age-groups 
composing the membership of the Luther 
League. : 


General attractiveness of make-up and ar- 
rangements. (Page placements, use of suitable 
illustrations, etc.) 


The following will govern: 


se 


Subjects are limited to youth action shots, pref- 
erably Luther League activities of all kinds in- 
doors and out-of-doors at any season. 


Gloss prints (any number of them may be filed 
by a single contestant) of functions must be 
submitted. They must not be smaller than 
214x314” nor larger than 8x10”. 


Their suitability for use in publications of The 
Luther League of America. The filing of any 


This contest will result in an award to the 
State or Synodical Luther League paper that 
is adjudged the best for the year covered 


3. 


4. 


> 


4, 


Neatness and precision of mimeograph work, 
or uniqueness of print-appeal and devices to 
secure reader-interest. 


No publication having less than six issues in 
the year 1941 may be entered. No less than six 
issues may. be filed in the contest. 


All copies must be filed in the office of The 
Luther League of America, 405 Muhlenberg 
Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on or before December 15, 1941. 


This contest is one for amateur photogra- 
phers who are bona fide members of a Luther 
League. (The contest closes December 15, 1941) 


picture must automatically carry with it the 
right to reproduce it in any form by The Lu- 
ther League of America without charge. 


They must be of such clarity, precision, and 
attractiveness that they may be enlarged or 
reduced for any given use proposed by The 
Luther League of America. 


All pictures will become the property of The 
Luther League of America and will not be 
returned. 


A competent committee of judges will be appointed by The Luther League of America 
to make the final decision in each case 
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INVITATIONS 

Neatly print on a small card which has been attached 
to a fresh flower the invitation to the party. A fresh 
flower would serve as an impressive invitation to the 
Floral Social if handed out to young people attending 
morning worship on the Sunday immediately preceding 
the event. 

Posters 

These should feature flowers or bouquets cut from 
flower seed catalogues or magazines with information 
as to place, date and time of the social. 


Decorations 

If the social is an indoor one, flowers should ob- 
viously be featured in the decorations, which may be 
enhanced by the use of plants and crepe paper stream- 
ers in pastel shades. 

If the event is out-of-doors, it should be held in as 
attractive a floral setting as possible and automobile 
headlights or a strand of lights should be used to illu- 
minate the playing area. 


Flower Basket 

The players sit in a circle. The leader takes his 
place in the center, holding in his hand a basket which 
contains a quantity of small cards. On one side of each 
card the name of a flower has been written, and on the 
reverse side a few words describing that flower. The 
leader takes cards from the basket, one at a time, and 
reads the description or clue written on the reverse side 
of the card. Any player recognizing the flower from the 
clue given will call out its name and the first person to 
name the flower correctly will receive the card. This 
is repeated until the flower basket is empty. The player 
having the greatest number of flower cards at the end 
of the game is the winner. 


The following are suggestions for this game: 


A preacher Marigold 
Source of opium Four o'clock 
Cause of hay fever Carnation 
A flapper’s ambition Snowball 


Tea time Bridal Wreath 
A brand of condensed milk Sweet Pea 


A sphere of frozen vapor Violet 
A wedding accessory Forget-me-not 
A scented letter Rose 


A symbol of modesty 
For remembrance 
England’s national flower 


Morning Glory 
Johnny-Jump-Up 
Dandelion 


Getting Acquainted 
Having those present form two circles—the boys 
going one way and the girls the other, while an accom- 
panist plays a march tune. When the piano stops, those 
standing opposite introduce themselves to the nearest 
player and talk for one-half a minute on the subject, 
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A flo cal Social 


ESTHER BACHOFER AND 
CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


“Did your ancestors come over on the Mayflower and 
if not, why not?” 
Flower Hunt 

Write the names of birth month flowers on slips, 
at least twenty for each month. Hide these about the 
room in advance. Tell the players to hunt, but to pick 
up only those of their own month. For instance, one 
born in June could collect only “roses.” The hunters 
must not assist one another in making discoveries of 
flowers. A short time is allowed for the hunt, when the 
leader should blow a horn for the return of the hunters. 
Flowers are counted, and the winning boy and girl may 
be given an appropriate prize. 


Birth month flowers: 

August—water lily 

September—morning glory 
or goldenrod 

October—aster 

November—chrysanthemum 

December—holly 


January—snowdrop 
February—primrose 
March—violet 
April—daisy 
May—hawthorn 
June—rose 
July—poppy 
Flowers or Fruits 

This is a trick which will show how clever you are. 
Pass strips of note-paper to all the players. Ask ten 
of them to write the name of some fruit, and the rest 
to write the names of various flowers. (If the group is 
small, have four or five players write names of fruits, 
as the number must be adjusted to the size of the 
group.) Instruct the players to fold the slips in half 
and pass them to you on a flat tray. Place this on a 
table in front of you, so that you cannot see what is 
written on the papers. Ask everyone to watch the draw- 
ing, and have them tell you what they want, either a 
flower or a fruit. Continue to draw what they name 
until you have drawn all of the fruits. The secret is 
simple. The ten or four or five whom you asked to 
write the names of fruit, had been given paper from the 
top and bottom of the sheet, and thus received slips 
with one clean-cut edge, while on all the other slips both 
edges were rough. 


Flower-Pot Walk 

This game is a race which can be run off according 
to the number who wish to take part, and the space 
available. Give every player two flower-pots. Each 
player stands on one pot, and while balancing himself on 
this, lifts the other pot forward and steps on that. In 
this way, the players propel themselves by steps from 
one end of the room to the other, or wherever the course 
may lie. Any competitor who touches the floor with 
his foot or hand during the contest is compelled to take 
his pots to the starting point and begin over again. 


Refreshments 
Serve fruit punch and cake or cookies. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


CCEPTANCE of citizenship is a privilege. Ac- 

tive acceptance of American citizenship is one 

of the world’s greatest privileges. It should 

not be passive and taken as a mere matter of 
course. It is well to point out a few of the advantages 
and, at the same time, the obligations of being an 
American citizen. To our adopted people, who came 
from other shores which they left to avoid persecution 
or to seek opportunities and fortunes not possible in 
other countries, American citizenship brings a status of 
which they should be actively proud—a pride which 
should be manifested by fulfilling their obligations to 
uphold the high ideals, both in letter and in spirit, of 
the Constitution of the United States of America. 

Many people in this troubled world would give 
everything they possess to be citizens of our glorious 
country. 

It, therefore, behooves those accorded that high 
privilege to actively protect our democracy. 

We should assert the thought, “My heart is in 
America and America is in my heart.” 

There is a tendency today, especially among -the 
mative born, to take citizenship and its privileges too 
much for granted, and while they are peacefully oblivious 
of what is going on, we are exposed and bombarded from 
all sides with active and persistent propaganda from all 
the “isms.” 


Support Our Democracy 

We must not take the attitude of “Let the other fel- 
low do it,” but rather we should actively support our 
Democracy by participating as watchful, intelligent citi- 
zens. We have been negligent but it is not too late if we 
promptly make amends and take such action as is neces- 
sary in building for the future, and advancing to fur- 
ther glory in an already glorious nation. 

It is true, we are beset with many problems. Mod- 
ern inventions such as the telephone, telegraph, radio, 
aerial transportation and many others have made rapid 
progress. This has brought about many changes in our 
mode of living. Things that were dogma a few years ago 
are fallacy today. Education, legislation, recreation, 
farming, engineering, medicine, economics, and labor 
have had to make radical changes to keep abreast of the 
fast moving developments. With all these complexities, 
further complicated by the foreign situation it is almost 
impossible for any one individual to keep fully informed, 
even in his own line of endeavor. The result is that we 
are all, more or less, in a state of confusion which will 
exist until adjustments have been made and we have 
settled down to something definite through the methods 
of trial and error. 

Therefore, because of the increased public super- 
vision prevalent today, it is more essential than ever 
that citizens intelligently direct this control. This re- 
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A LITTLE CHILD 
SHALL LEAD THEM 


JAMES EARL SHARKEY 


sponsibility can be met only by understanding of the 
problems, and by active participation in their solution. 

The future of our country also depends upon the 
education, health, recreation, and opportunities of its 
children. In Europe today, under the dictators, the 
schools are completely taken over. Starting with the very 
young in the elementary and even the kindergarten 
grades, their absorptive minds are stuffed with propa- 
ganda and before the time they reach high school they 
are complete converts, fired with synthetic principles, 
burning with youthful vitality, seeking an outlet for their 
energy, reduced to dictatorial automatons, they are will- 
ing to go out on their foreordained missions to burn, to 
plunder, to kill, and even to be cannon fodder themselves. 


Therefore, the right kind of a program agegressive- 
ly conducted with the same resolution, firmness and en- 
durance in our schools will enable us to instill right 
thinking and help us to recognize and to combat fifth 
column activities regardless of their many disguises. 


This is no time to temporize. Some of our educators 
have been too lenient.’ Under the guise of free speech 
they have permitted un-American groups to organize and 
spread their venom. And please don’t under-estimate the 
damage they have done. It is real and apparent. This 
sort of thing must be stopped at once. We now know 
that such tolerance has assisted in the downfall of other 
great democracies. The insidious boring from within. 
Free speech is no longer free speech but is dangerous 
treason when it advocates overthrow of our government 
by any means. Such treachery should be exposed and | 
summarily dealt with. 


Preachments of Youth 

We also know that there are now certain youth or- 
ganizations operating under a constitution which is good 
and in accord with the Constitution of the United States. 
Apparently it was drawn up as a blind to fool the people 
and as a cover to hide their true color and ulterior mo- 
tives. I say this because their actions have been very 
much the opposite of Americanism. In fact, their preach- 
ments, their attitude, their talk and their conduct on oc- 
casions has been nothing less than outright communistic. 

Reason must replace hysteria and the violence of 
mob action. This can be accomplished through under- 
standing acquired by study. 

In Europe today there are wars and threats of war. 
All the democratic nations throughout the world want 
peace. Only in countries whose citizens are helpless 
tools of power-thirsty despotic rulers can the war spirit 
be found. 

America must be for Americans. If there are any 
among us who feel that some country or some other 
ruler is so great that they must form an organization in 


(Continued on Page 32) 


Nine 


All Cet For The Luther League of Clmetica 
CONVENTION 


Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
JULY 3-7, 1941 


Things Jo. Keep In Mind 


Convention Headquarters—St. Matthew’s Luthe ran 
Church, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. 
Convention Hotel—Walper House, Kitchener, Ontario, 
Canada. 
Opening Session—Thursday, July 3, at 8:00 P. M. 
Clesing Session—Monday, July 7, at 8:00 P. M. 
Registration Fee—Delegates and Visitors, $1.50. 
General Convention Committee Headquarters— 
John H. Lauman, Chairman, 21 Fisher Street, Kitch- 
ener, Ontario, Canada. 
Procure Registration and Credential Blanks from— 
The Luther League of America, 
405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Phil- 
adelphia, Penna. 


All persons residing in the United States will 
send their registration cards and fees to The Luther 
League of America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


All persons residing in Canada will send their 
tegistratton cards and fees to the Canada Convention 
Committee, Mrs. Marguerite Spencer, 34 Dekay 
Street, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, 


All reservations for Hotel accommodations are to be 
made direct to the hotels. 


Outline of Expenses while actually in attendance at the 
Convention—Registration Fee, $1.50; Hotel, $1.50 to 
$1.75 per night; Private Home, $1.00 per night, in- 
cluding breakfast; Meals, $1.00 to $1.25 per day; 
Special Rail and Boat Ride to Toronto, Queenstown 
and Niagara Falls, $2.50; Miscellaneous, $2.00 


All inquiries and reservations concerning Housing should 
be directed to Miss Florence Weicker, 281 Welling- 
ton Street, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. 


There will be no difficulty in crossine the border 
into Canada or back into the United States if you fol- 
low the instructions of the Department of Justice, Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service of the United States 
Government, which are as follows: 


“No travel documents are necessary for Ameri- 
can citizens returning to the United States from 
Canada. Of course, it will be necessary for your 
members to establish the fact that they are citizens 
of the United States. For this purpose a birth cer- 
tificate is perhaps the best evidence, but it is not 
necessary. Any other evidence such as, for example, 
letters from postmasters, mayors, burgesses, promi- 
nent citizens, etc., should suffice.” 


We have also the word of the Dominion Minister 
of Immigration and Council that everything will be done 
to facilitate matters in entering or leaving Canada. 


HOUSING ARRANGEMENTS 

Delegates and visitors to the Luther League Con- 
vention will have the option of staying either at one of 
Kitchener’s four hotels or in a private home. All hotels 
are within easy walking distance of the convention 
church. Since accommodation is limited, reservations 
should be made early by those especially desirous of 
staying in a hotel. (Rates are listed in next column— 
and reservations are. to be made direct to the hotel.) 
However, for those wio prefer a home atmosphere and 
a somewhat lower rate ($1.00 for night's lodging and 
breakfast) many fine Twin-City Lutheran homes will 
be open for convention guests. 

A Tourist Camp with all conveniences is located in 
Victoria Park, four blocks from the convention church. 
Rate, 50 cents a day. 

In addition to the hotels and restaurants, the Dorcas 
Society of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will serve meals 
at popular prices in the Parish Hall. Average prices 
for meals are: Breakfast, 25 cents; Lunch, 35 cents and 
up; Dinner, 40 cents and up. Arrangements can be made 
for group dinners or banquets for up to 300 persons at 
60 cents and up. 
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Hotel Accommodations 


Walper House—Convention Hotel 

Rooms available, 150—Accommodation, 250 people 
Single rooms, running water, $1.50, $1.75, $2.00 
Double rooms, running water—$2.50, $3.00, $3.50 per person 
Single rooms with bath—$2.50, $3.00 
Double roooms with bath—$3.50, $4.00, $5.00 per room 
Large rooms with bath—3 or more persons at $1.75 per person 
Double rooms, twin beds, bath—$5.00, $6.00, $7.00 per room 


Mayfair Hotel 
Rooms available, 70—Accommodation, 150 
Double rooms, private wash room—$2.00 per room 
Double rooms with bath—$2.50, $3.50 per room 
Large double rooms, private bath—4 persons for $5.00 


_ Windsor Hotel 


Rooms available, 35—Accommodation, 75 
Double rooms, running water—$2.00, $2.50 per room 
Double rooms with bath—$3.50 per room 


Kitchener Hotel 
Rooms available, 40—Accommodation, 75 
Double rooms, running water—$2.00, $2.50 per room 


For reservations in the hotels write direct to the hotels. For 


housing in private homes write to Miss Florence Weicker, 281 Wel- 
lington Street, Kitc’ener, Ontario, Canada. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE CANADA CONVENTION COMMITTEE 


DISCUSSION GROUP LEADERS 


Missionary Methods and Projects in the Luther League 


Miss IRENE SOX, Chairman Missionary Committee 
Hickory, North Carolina 


Educational Methods and Procedures in the Luther League 
Mrs. CHARLES A. DAVIS, Educational Secretary 
Brooklyn, New York 

Life Service Methods and Projects in the Luther League 
THE REY. ALFRED J. BEIL, Chairman Life Service 

Committee, Lawrence, Kansas 


Intermediate Leadership Problems 
THE REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER, Associate Secretary 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Youth and the Word 
THE REv. C. P. HARRY, D.D., Secretary, Board of 
Education, United Lutheran Church in America 
Norristown, Pennsylvania 
Youth and Stewardship 
THE REV. HENRY M. WERTZ, Pastor, St. 
Church, Brooklyn, New York 


Youth and Evangelism 
THE REV. CARL M. YEAGER, Special Board Missionary 
for The Board of American Missions 
Arlington, Virginia 
Youth and Moral Problems 
PROFESSOR JAMES A. RIKARD, Waterloo College 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
Youth and the Use of Church Music 
THE REV. RALPH C. ROBINSON, Pastor, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Spring Grove, Pennsylvania 


NOTE 


Andrew’s 


Register at once. 
Make your reservations early for hotel accommodations. 


Send your housing cards to the housing chairman as soon 
as possible. 

Make your reservations for the post-convention tour; send 
these to Mr. Arthur Hiller, 25 Willow St., Kitchener, 


Ontario, Canada. 
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The Canada Convention Com- 
mittee, who are enthusiastically 
planning for your entertain- 
ment at the convention and are 
eagerly awaiting your arrival, 
July 3-7, 1941. 


Back Row (left to right): Rev. 
Karl Knauff, Adviser; Garfield Ray- 
mond, Treasurer; Ralph Buschert, 
Local Arrangements Chairman; 
Arthur Hiller, Entertainment; Rev. 
Norman Berner, Publicity Director. 


Front Row (left to right): Miss 
Florence Weicker, Housing Chair- 
man; John H. Lauman, General 
Chairman; Miss Helen VanDeventer, 
Secretary. 


SPEAKERS FOR THE CONVENTION SESSIONS 


Thursday Evening 
THE REv. A. A. ZINCK, D.D., Pastor, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Friday Evening 
THE REV. WYNNE C. BOLIEK, Pastor, Reformation 
Lutheran Church, Columbia, South Carolina 


Sunday Afternoon—Lutheran Rally—Massed Choir 
THE REV. FREDERICK H. KNUBEL, D.D., President 
of The United Lutheran Church in America 


Sunday Evening—Kitchener-Waterloo Band Concert 
THE REV. C. B. FOELSCH, PH.D., Pastor, Luther 
Place Memorial Church, Washington, D. C. 


Monday Evening 
THE REv. F. EPPLING REINARTZ, Secretary of 
Promotion, United Lutheran Church in America 


Friday Afternoon 
Mrs. J. W. MILLER, Missionary from Africa, on 
Furlough 


Monday Morning 
THE REv. J. Roy STROCK, D.D., Missionary from 
India, on Furlough 


Convention Chaplain 
THE REV. FRANK H. CLUTZ, Pastor, Reformation 
Lutheran Church, St. Paul, Minnesota 


Intermediate Session—Friday Morning 
THE REV. F. EPPLING REINERTZ, speaker. 
INTERMEDIATE LUNCHEON, 12:30 at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church. 


ENROUTE TO THE CONVENTION 


Those delegates and visitors who are intending to go 
through Detroit to Windsor, Canada, thence to Kitchener, 
and who desire to be entertained while in Detroit, are in- 
vited to write to Mr. Edward Wiggert, 3388 Benson Street, 
Detroit, Michigan. The Detroit Luther Leaguers will be 
glad to meet you and your party if you will give them 
the time of your arrival, and the place. 
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What Means 
The Flag? 


It was one June 14, 1777, that the Continental Con- 
gress passed the following act establishing the Stars 
and Stripes as the flag of our country: 

“‘Resolued—That the flag of the thirteen 
united states be thirteen stripes, alternate red and 


white, that the union be thirteen stats, white in a 
blue field, representing a new constellation.” 


For many centuries, symbols and colors have been 
used by nations to distinguish themselves from each 
other. These symbols and colors have led armies to 
victory, have stirred millions in times of peace, and 
have had a powerful influence over mankind in many 
lands. 

Every true patriot, regardless of the country he 
calls his own, recognizes the fact that the flag of his 
country stands for something more than a display of 
a decorative piece of cloth. It is the symbol of all he 
holds dear in the protection of his home and loved 
ones, it means justice as his country sees it, and it 
signifies to him the law and leadership under which 
he lives. 

The only flag permitted to fly above the Stars and 
Stripes is the flag of the Church, a blue cross on a 
white ground. For the Christian this flag has an even 
deeper significance than the flag of his country. The 
cross of Christ, the sign of our redemption and salvation, 
sinks deep into the heart and soul of those who love 
the Lord. 

By your $5 or more Loyalty, Alumni, Gift or Me- 
morial Membership or your $1 contributing Member- 
ship in the Sustaining Membership Fund of the Luther 
League of America, you will help to bring more young 
people of our nation to a deeper love and a more pro- 
found loyalty to the flag of Christ, the Cross of Calvary. 

Send your. gifts today to the. Luther League of 
America, 405. Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 

MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman. 


Our Frontispiece This Month 


Our frontispiece is a tribute to the Deaconess Work. 
Sister Anna Ebert is the directing Deaconess at the Phil- 
adelphia Motherhouse and Sister Martha Hansen, directing 


Deaconess at the Baltimore Motherhouse. Sister Magda- 
lene von Bracht is 90 years of age and has served as a 
Deaconess for 71 years. Sister Magdalene came to America 
from Germany, with six fellow-deaconesses under the lead- 
ership of Sister Marie Krueger and established the Deaconess 
work in Philadelphia on June 19, 1884. With heartfelt faith, 
unfailing hope and her unwearied love she has ministered 
to thousands of patients in the Lankenau Hospital in Phil- 
adelphia. 


We give thanks unto God for permitting her to behold 
the fruits of her labors in the reputation of the Lankenau 
Hospital, the steady growth of the Sisterhood of the Phil- 
adelphia Motherhouse and the encouraging development of 
the Deaconess work in the entire Lutheran Church in this 
country. 


We salute the Deaconesses of our Church 
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
A Prayer For Commencement 
By JEAN E. ROSINOS 

O God, I who am about to commence life, am young, 
untried, and weak. The stony paths and the smooth 
walks of life are yet before me. I know not what waits 
along their way. Though they lead me through the val- 
leys of disappointment and disillusionment, or to the 
mountain-top of fulfillment and joy, be thou ever with 
me, for with thee nothing can harm me and all things 
are good. 

O God, whose infinite wisdom and unfailing mercy 
are without compare in this world, teach me the way 
of life. Teach me to know, dear Lord, that though 
trials and temptations may assail me thy hand is ever 
upon my faltering arm; that in thy gracious Word is 
the solace and courage for all things. Teach me, O Lord, 
that if there be failure in worldly things all about me, 
I can still carry on to success in a life of righteous 
living. 

Dear God, as I commence this mystery of life, be 
thou my Guide and my Refuge. Be thou ever with me. 
With humility of heart and earnestness of purpose I 
commit myself on this, my commencement day, into 
thy keeping. Take me, dear God, and do with me as 
thou wilt. Amen. 


“HIGHLIGHTS OF SCRIPTURE” 
By KARL MARENTI 

“Highlights of Scripture,” a new publication, is to- 
day in the presses of the Danish Lutheran Publishing 
House. 

It is submitted to you for your inspiration and your 
interest in the jewel selections of the old, old Bible, 
which is more than a piece of literature—it is a revela- 
tion of the very mind of God. 

“Highlights of Scripture” will help you decide what 
to read, whether for your private stimulation, for your 
one friend, or for family devotions—or even at a meet- 
ing. The titles of the thirty scripture selections are such 
as will whet your appetite, and you will have begun to 
look for something definite even before you begin to 
read. You will have aroused your hearers’ interest in 
the content of your reading, even before you start, when 
you announce the topic. Better yet, we suggest that you 
pass the little folder of “Highlights of Scripture” to 
someone in your audience and ask what topic he or she 
would like to hear about. The spirit of expectation will 
thus have been aroused. In your family group, you could 
let members take turns in choosing and have the young- 
sters fill in the square after reading—so you know you 
have their intereest, too. 

“Highlights of Scripture’ fits into your pocket 
Testament. Have it there for use and—see that others 
have one, also. 

When you write to friends, or send convalescent 
cards, birthday cards, etc., slip a Highlight of Scripture 
into the envelope. The four-page folder costs only one- 
third the price of the postage stamp on that letter. You 
give them more than a tract, you’re giving inspiration 
and guidance for thirty days’ meditations on highlights 
of the sacred scriptures—The Author. 
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Intermediate, Senior and Young People's Topics 
Intermediate Topics for June 


June 1, 1941 
Pentecost 


HOW TO HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Acts 2:16-18 
Rev, Lloyd H. Schaus, Ottawa, Canada 

Good Friday, Easter and the day of His Ascension 
had passed. The disciples were now alone. They no 
longer had the strength and comfort of the physical 
Presence of Jesus. Like sheep without a shepherd, they 
huddled together behind closed doors. Then on the day 
of Pentecost something happened to them that changed 
their lives completely. They had believed in Christ be- 
fore Pentecost, even during the days when He was 
absent from their midst; but after Pentecost that faith 
became unshakable. Before Pentecost they were timid 
and afraid, gathering together in secret; after Pentecost 
they were ready to face the world to proclaim the Gos- 
pel of their Master. They were now men fearless and 
aflame. Even the threat of death could not silence their 
message. When you look at this group of disciples in 
the Gospels bickering and quarrelling, stumbling and 
falling, and then see them again in the Book of Acts, 
firm, resolute, never wavering for a moment, it is diffi- 
cult to realize that they are the same men. And it was 
Pentecost that made the difference. The disciples de- 
scribed their experience as the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter, whom Christ had promised to 
send them (John 14:15-26; Acts 1:4-8.). They now felt 
in themselves a new power. They now understood more 
clearly than ever before many of the things which Jesus 
had told them. They were urged on now by a force 
that gave them no rest until the Gospel had been pro- 
claimed unto the uttermost parts of the world. 


The Holy Spirit Still Comes 

The coming of the Holy Spirit did not cease in 
that first century. He has continued to come to Chris- 
tian men and women throughout the succeeding cen- 
turies and He still comes today. For the Holy Spirit 
is God at work in the world. It is the Spirit Who re- 
veals God to us as a loving Father; it is the Spirit Who 
brings Jesus so near to us that we can still look into 
His pleading eyes and hear the music of His voice. It 
is through the Holy Spirit that God maintains His 
Church on earth and inspires men and women to give 
their lives to His service. And without the Spirit we 
can do nothing. 


How Then May We Have the Holy Spirit? 

Let us try to reach an answer by making a com- 
parison. We are all acquainted with the working of the 
radio. We know that the air about us is filled with many 
radio waves. By means of the radio receiving sets in 
our homes, we can pick up some of these waves and 
get from them the power of speech or music or sound 
that they contain. 

Like the radio waves, so the Holy Spirit, as God 
at work in the world, is everywhere reaching out toward 
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us. And God has given each of us a receiving set, our 
own soul, so that we can make contact with His Spirit 
and receive His power and His presence at all times. 
The fact that some people have the Holy Spirit while 
others do not is simply the difference between “listening 
in” and “not listening in.” 

The Holy Spirit comes to us over many wave- 
lengths. Sometimes He can be detected in the daily 
experiences of a busy life; sometimes in the quietness 
of our thoughts. But there is one wave-length on which 
He is always to be found. That is the Word of God. 
For the Word was given by the Holy Spirit and He is 
ever present in it and working through it to kindle and 
nourish life. That is why the Word is called “spirit 
and life.” And wherever that Word of God is earnestly 
used whether in the private reading of the Bible, the 
lessons of the Sunday School, the public services of the 
Church, or the Luther League devotional service, we may 
be sure the Holy Spirit is present and at work to guide 
and direct our lives. 

It was through the Word spoken by the Apostles 
that the early Christians received the Spirit. It was 
through the written Word that men like Augustine, 
Luther, and Wesley received the Spirit and became 
great leaders in the Christian Church. 

“Tuning In” 

Going back to the subject of radio, we can find 
further help to our question. No doubt, there have been 
times when it was impossible to get the station desired. 
You know the waves were being sent out, but some- 
thing was interfering and making it impossible for you 
to hear clearly and distinctly what was being broadcast. 
Sometimes the trouble is beyond our control; but some- 
times it is simply a matter of poor tuning. Tuning 
means detecting the station and eliminating all inter- 
ference and resistance. There is one thin line on the 
dial where the station comes in clearest. If the indicator 
is the smallest fraction to the right or left of this point, 
the message will be distorted. This “hair-line” tuning, 
as it is called, is necessary because the wave-length of 
our receiving set must correspond to the wave-length 
of the sending station—transmitter and receiver must 
vibrate as one. A station is “tuned in” when all resist- 
ance to its transmission is “tuned out.” 

In “tuning in” to receive the Holy Spirit, much the 
same principle applies. If we read the Bible in a me- 
chanical way, as a kind of job that has to be done; if 
we attend Church School and church services only as 
a habit, or out of compulsion and have our hearts and 
minds filled with other desires and thoughts, when we 
are setting up a resistance and interference which pre- 
vents the Holy Spirit from coming to us. It is to the 
expectant heart and open mind, where the world is 
“tuned out” and God is “tuned in,” that the Spirit comes. 
We find God on the dial of our lives at the exact spot 
where our resistance and interference is lowest. Our 
wave-length corresponds to the wave-length on which 
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the Holy Spirit is to be found when our will conforms 
to God’s Will. 
Volume Control 

One more step, in the operation of a radio needs 
our attention. When the desired station has been found 
and properly tuned in, the volume has to be adjusted 
so that all listening can hear. Small receiving sets with 
only a few power tubes sometimes have difficulty in 
bringing in certain stations clearly, while a many-tubed 
set has ample power to pick up even the most distant 
stations. 

The volume control on our spiritual receiving set 
is the word “obedience.” There are times when we are 
- prompted through the reading of the Bible, the hear- 
ing of a sermon, or the influence of a Christian friend 
to carry out some worthy idea that has come to our 
mind. It may be the Holy Spirit coming into our lives 
and urging us to action. One Sunday the Sunday 
School lesson suggested to Betty Brian that she should 
visit a sick classmate on the way home. Betty was at 
first thrilled with the idea. Then questions came to her 
mind. What would she say when she met the sick girl? 
The classmate’s folks might think her bold. Her en- 
thusiasm began to fade. Then, after Sunday School 
some of her chums asked Betty to go home with them. 
Thinking only of her own pleasure, Betty soon forgot 
her fine resolution. The next time such an inspiration 
came to Betty it disappeared even sooner, and before 
many years passed no inner urgings to do good deeds 
came to her. Had this girl carried out her first fine 
resolve and continued to act on her highest impulses 
the voice within would have spoken louder each time 
and a fine life of service would have resulted. 

Our spiritual receiving set may not be powerful but 
by obeying even the faintest promptings of the Holy 
Spirit we keep adding units of power to our lives. Men 
and women whose lives have been towers of strength 
in their age and among their people began by obeying 
the urging of some inner voice. Jane Addams as a 
young girl yearned to do something for the poor people 
of Chicago. She obeyed that inner call and became 
the instrument of a long-to-be-remembered work of 
mercy. Toyohiko Kagawa obeyed an inner voice which 
was urging him to try out a new religion in the slums 
of Kobe, Japan. And today Kagawa is often referred 
to as the greatest living Christian. 

We, too, can have the Holy Spirit. We know where 
He can best be contacted and how He can be received 
into our lives. If we obey His voice, the Spirit of God 
and of Christ will empower us for noble living and 
great serving. 


June 8, 1941 
The Festival of the Holy Trinity 
GOD—ONE AND THREE 
I John 5:7 
C. P.. Harry, D.D., Norristown, Pa. 
Everything One and Three 
Time 

Almost everything we know anything about has 
three-ness and one-ness, First of all there is time—past, 
present and future. It is all time, measured by the same 
clock, flowing along in the same way. But past time is 
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not present. Future time is not past. Time is three 
in one. 
Events 
Everything that happens or is has three parts—be- 
ginning, middle, and end. The end is not the beginning, 
nor the middle the end, nor the beginning either one of 
the other two, and yet all are the event. A play begins, 
it has development and ending. It would not be a play 
or anything else without these. Yet they are not the 
same and all are the play. So it is with a movie, a con- 
cert or anything. 
A Sentence 
A sentence has subject, verb and predicate. All are 
necessary to make a complete sentence. Our language 
itself has threeness. How often have we practiced ana- 
lyzing sentences in school. We surely know threeness 
in oneness there. 
Space 
Space is what is not occupied by an object. An 
object is something which takes up space. Space and 
any object which takes up space are three in one. 
Anything in space has length, breadth, and height. Just 
an ordinary box shows that. All are the box. The box 
is six feet long, two feet wide, and one foot deep. It 
has to have all of these or it would not be a box. They 
are the box. Even a sphere has similar dimensions, 
for it has circumference and any number of diameters. 
And if the diameters are not equal, it is not a perfect 
sphere. If they are, it is. 
Mind 
We have thought, feeling, action. Or knowledge, 
emotion and will. If we lack any of these, we do not 
have good minds. None actually lacks any of them, 
for we cannot be human and lack these, however im- 
perfectly developed they may be in some. They are 
all mind. And yet they are all different. Knowledge 
is not feeling. You can feel without knowing much 
about what causes your irritation or joy. You make 
decisions “thoughtlessly” sometimes. But all are mind 
and all are necessary and different. 
Family 
Father, mother, child—there is no family without 
all three. Yet none is the other. All are equally the 
family. Whoever helps or harms one helps or harms 
the Family. 
God 
It is not surprising, then, that God is one and 
three. Everything else is that way. It is not unrea- 
sonable, but just what we should expect. It is in line 
with all our experience that God is One and Three— 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. None is greater than 
the Others. All are God. God would not be God if 
any were lacking, That is the trouble with ideas of 
God which do not include the fact of the Trinity. 


The Bible 

It is not so clear in the Old Testament that God 
is Three. There the emphasis is that God is One. 
The reason for that is that all other races thought of 
many gods and worshipped them. They had spread 
out the idea of more than one in God too far. It was 
important for the Jews in the Old Testament to em- 
phasize the fact that God is One. Other peoples even 
thought of their gods as at war with each other. But 
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God cannot be at war with Himself. He is not divided. 
' God is One, 


The New Testament 

The New Testament shows that God is not only 
One but Three. The place which expresses that 
most clearly is John 14:16-17. Jesus who is God Him- 
self, says, “I will pray the Father and He will give 
you another Comforter (or Companion).” Jesus prays 
to God, yet Jesus is God. The Holy Spirit also is God. 
But the Father is not the Son. The Holy Spirit is not 
the Father. The Son is not the Spirit. All are God 
equally, truly one God. One in nature, one in knowl- 
edge, one in love,-one in will. There is no division in 
God just as there is no division in a good family, yet 
the members are free and distinct. 


The Divine Community 

So God is not a solitary individual, not a despot, 
not a dictator. But God is a blessed Company, a Holy 
Community in which, by common consent and in com- 
munion of true love, all good is originated and per- 
fected. We are invited into the Divine Community 
through Christ. He prays “for them which shall be- 
lieve in Me, that they all may be one as thou Father 
art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in Us .. . and the glory which Thou hast given Me 
I have given them that they may be one even as We 
are One; I in them and Thou in Me that they may 
be made perfect in One.” (John 17:20-22.) 

That is the real Democracy—the Kingdom of God, 
the perfect Society. 


June 15, 1941 
First Sunday After Trinity 
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 
John 1:36 
Miss Carolyn Ducker, Arlington, Virginia 

“Where are you going, Jane?” called Alice from 
the lawn. 

“T have a letter with a check here to be mailed to 
Luther League Headquarters, so I’m walking to the 
corner to drop it in the mail box,” Jane responded. 

“T’ll go with you,” said Alice. 

So the two friends strolled along on their errand. 


Everyday Symbols 

What significance did that letter have? You say 
it was a sign of Luther League loyalty. Yes, it cer- 
tainly was. But let's consider the letter in another way. 
Every word in it was a symbol, for in order to put 
our thoughts on paper we must use symbols. Primi- 
tive people many years ago transferred their ideas by 
pictures drawn in clay or carved in stone. Through 
the years, however, the alphabet developed and the 
Phoenicians spread its use through the then-known 
world as they carried on their trade. We, of today, 
have at hand so much written material that we may 
have never consciously thought of the art of writing 
as a form of symbolism. 

And what of the check enclosed in that letter? 
That too was a symbol, showing that on deposit in the 
bank named was the amount of money indicated on 
the check. The paper money issued by our govern- 
ment certifies that there is on deposit in the treasury 
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of the United States the amount of the bill, payable in 
silver to the bearer on demand. So our paper money 
itself is a check drawn on our national treasury. There 
are countless other symbols used in our everyday ex- 
periences, Can you think of some which are common? 

Have you thought of the one place where priceless 
symbolism abounds? In your church are many sym- 
bols of richest significance in our religious life. We 
are not idolatrous in using such meaningful and beau- 
tiful symbols because we use them only as reminders, 
not as the objects of worship. The use of many of 
our Christian symbols remind us of the continuous 
growth of the Christian Church, for many of them 
arose in the practices of the Church during the first 
centuries of its existence. 


Early Christian Symbols 

There was a practical necessity which moved the 
early Christians to use symbols. Their religion was 
unpopular with the Roman government and they were 
persecuted because of it. They refused to conform to 
the religion of the state and to offer the customary 
incense, in an act of worship, before the figure of the 
emperor. From their enemies they wanted to keep 
their religion a secret; with their friends they wanted 
to share the encouragement of their common faith. To 
those who knew them not their symbols would reveal 
nothing; to those who knew them their symbols re- 
vealed the brotherhood of faith in Christ. 

The fish was one of the earliest of! these symbols. 
To this day it remains a Christian symbol. Do you 
wonder how the fish became such a sign? It was be- 
cause the spelling of the word fish in Greek served 
a useful purpose. They built a very meaningful, clause 
using the successive letters of the word fish (in Greek) 
in order. What could have been more full of mean- 
ing and better designed to identify one Christian to 
another than the clause, ‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Saviour.” So the sign of the fish became the common 
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But the early Christians did not formulate an en- 
tirely new language of symbolism. They also made 
use of the rich store of symbols which they inherited 
from the Jewish Church. The palm branch which 
meant joy and victory to the Jew held the same mean- 
ing for the Christian both then and now. 

No doubt the greatest Christian symbol which 
comes to our minds as we think on this subject is the 
Holy Cross. There is good reason for us to cherish 
the Cross. It proclaims the story of our redemption 
wherever it is displayed—whether from church spires, 
from ornate altars, from plain altars, from golden 
chains of jewelry, or from its impress on the covers 
of many books. Could the Cross always be displayed 
so freely? No, indeed. It was not until the Emperor 
Constantine openly raised the Cross as his banner dur- 
ing the struggles of the early fourth century that it 
became the common emblem of Christianity. 


The Church Building and Its Furnishings 
Early Christians worshipped in their private homes 
or in the dark dampness of the underground passages 
known as the catacombs. Presently Churches were built 
above ground where their very presence declared the 
unity of the communion of saints. Does the church 
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building today have a message for us? Is there any 
significance in its particular architectural structure? If 
we should hop into an airplane and look down on our 
church building from the sky, what would we see? 
Would you recognize any familiar symbols? Does your 
church stretch out like a cross, with the body of the 
church the stem, the transepts the two arms, and the 
chancel the head of the cross? Many churches are de- 
signed on this cruciform plan. Is yours one of them? 


Now let us enter the church building. Are you 
impressed with the long, straight passageway that leads 
directly to the altar? That center aisle is for us to 
parable. It tells us that we may reach our heavenly 
Father through the Christian Way of Life—through a 
direct, simple, and unadorned approach. This aisle leads 
through the nave of the church, that part in which the 
congregation sits, to the chancel where is located the 
lectern, from which God’s Word is read, and the pulpit 
from which the Word is expounded. These two pieces 
of church furniture signify helps to the traveller on his 
way to God, Whose Presence in the church is symbolized 
by the altar. 

But the altar itself is the most important furnish- 
ing in the church. It is the chief thing which makes a 
church different from every other place of public as- 
sembly, however dignified any other may be. It is the 
first thing to strike the eye as one enters at the head 
of the center aisle. It is that to which the aisle leads. 
It should be as beautiful as the means of the congre- 
gation permits. As one turns his eyes toward it he 
knows unmistakably that this is a place where men wor- 
ship God. It is hallowed by His special Presence. Long 
before there were houses of worship the altar was the 
place where man met his God, where he offered his 
sacrifices. He usually built it of stone. Still altars are 
made of stone, marble, or wood. In the Christian Church 
the altar is primarily the place of the Sacrament, the 
Lord’s Supper, but there too are offered our sacrifices 


of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, as well as our gifts. . 


We should never profane it by careless acts and foolish 
words, especially when we are in church practicing for 
a pageant as we may be temped to do. It must always 
be kept a thing apart. 


Altar Ornaments as Symbols 

The object of central interest on the altar is the 
Cross. It is placed on the elevated part of the altar 
called the retable on which may be a still more elevated 
section known as a throne for the cross. If the Cross 
is empty, that is, without the corpus (figure of Christ), 
it is symbolic of the risen, reigning Saviour Who is 
victorious over death. If the Cross bears the figure of 
the Crucified One, it is the symbol of our Lord’s pas- 
sion and Redemptive Death. 


The candles on either side of the Cross symbolize | 


Christ, the Light of the World. The candles—real ones 
—should always be lighted for the worship service. 


The vases on the retable should always contain cut 
flowers, placed in the most beautiful arrangement. The 
flowers are used on the altar not simply because they 
are pretty but because they are a symbol of the resur- 
rection, The seed dies in the ground in order to bring 
forth more beautiful flowers, so the human life dies in 
order to live the more beautiful life in eternity. 
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The altar is covered with two paraments. One is 
a colored hanging and the other, placed over it, isa 
white linen cloth known as the fair linen. The fair cloth 
is embroidered with five simple crosses so located that 
one cross is at each corner of the altar and one in the 
center front. This cloth is symbolic of our Lord’s grave 
clothes. The five crosses symbolize His five wounds. 


Colors as Symbols 

The colored paraments, which are hangings for the 
altar, lectern, and the pulpit, are used to tell the story 
of the gosptl in a pictorial way. Can you name the colors 
of the paraments which have been used in your church 
during the past year? Let’s name them together—violet, 
white, black, red, and green. We should remember that 
there are proper shades of these colors for the para- 
ments and not any shade of violet, red, or green will 
serve for this. purpose. What message do these colors 
have for us? 

Violet is the color of penitence and is appropriately 
used during Advent and Lent. White represents the 
glory and divinity of the Godhead. It symbolizes light, 
joy, purity. White is used during Christmas, Epiphany, 
Easter and on Trinity Sunday. Black symbolizes death. 
It is used only on Good Friday, the day on which Jesus 
was crucified. Red is the color of blood and fire. It is 
used on Pentecost, the day on which the Holy Spirit was 
outpoured. Red is also used for the Reformation Fes- 
tival, for Thanksgiving, and on church anniversaries. 
Green symbolizes life—growth in the Christian life—and 
is used during the long Trinity season, the growing 
period in the world of nature. 

Why were the white paraments used today? Last 
Sunday we celebrated the Festival of the Holy Trinity. 
Festival seasons are not one-day occasions. This par- 
ticular festival season continues to the following Sunday, 
or the octave of the festival day, and so white is again 
the appropriate color for the chancel paraments. 


Symbols of the Evangelists 

In church art, each of the prominent characters of 
the New Testament has a symbol. We shall note those 
which designate the four evangelists. The sign used for 
St. Matthew is a winged man, for his Gospel begins 
with the account of the human ancestry of Jesus. We 
read in the first verse of the first chapter of St. Mat- 
thew’s record, “The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” 

St. Mark begins his Gospel account with a descrip- 
tion of the “voice of one crying in the wilderness.” He 
then is appropriately symbolized by a winged lion. 

To which of the Gospel writers would you turn for 
the fullest account of the sufferings and sacrificial death 
of our Lord? To St. Luke. It is he who has preserved 
this invaluable record for us. He is symbolized by the 
winged ox. 

And what symbol represents that disciple whom 
Jesus especially loved—the devoted John? John wrote 
a Gospel of love, of light, of life. His symbol is the 
eagle, that bird of the air whose strong pinions carry 
him into the very face of the skies, even as John’s Gospel 
soars heavenward. 

(In the Intermediate Quarterly Helps you will find 
a section devoted to the development of “Symbols of 
ideas” in which the symbols mentioned are Pictured. 
For a more complete summary of these symbols secure 
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Howard R. Kunkle’s, “Symbols and Terms of the 
Church,” a pamphlet published by our Publication House 
and sold for 10 cents.) 


An Intelligent Worshipper 

Will you be able to worship more understandingly 
since you know what the symbolism in your church 
means? We Lutherans have come into a magnificent 
heritage in Church music, art, and history, but we are 
not worthy heirs if we do not exert ourselves to gain 
a genuine appreciation of them. May our worship be 
more reverent and deep because we find meaning in the 
beauty of our church home. 


June 22, 1941 
Second Sunday After Trinity 


ROCKS 
Matthew 7:24-27 

Rev. Harold H. Lentz, Ashland, Ohio 
Without a doubt the greatest sermon ever preached 
was our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount. Into the bril- 
liant teachings set forth there he packed enough dyna- 
mite to move the world. And then he concluded his 
sermon with a brief illustration. It is from that con- 
clusion to His masterful sermon that we take our Scrip- 
ture lesson for this topic. “Every one therefore that 
heareth these words of mine, and doeth them, shall be 
likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon the 
rock . .. And every one that heareth these words of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 

man, who built his house upon the sand.” 


Stone Foundations Necessary 

All the world talks about the great height of the 
towering skyscrapers in New York City. But underneath 
each of those great buildings is a foundation that goes 
down to bed rock. Sometimes engineers find that on 
the site chosen for a great new building the layer of 
rock lies far beneath the surface. But no matter how 
far they must dig, their construction activities begin with 
the laying of a foundation which reaches down to solid 
rock. 

Another great engineering feat is the mammoth Am- 
bassador Bridge which stretches across the Detroit 
River, linking Canada and the United States. At the 
time of its building it was stated that this was the larg- 
est single span bridge in the world. The huge founda- 
tions on either shore which support this great span are 
built up from the layer of rock that is far beneath the 
river bottom. Only so was the bridge made safe. 


This Fact Long Realized 

During the past seventy-five years a new science of 
archaeology has developed. Its task is to uncover the 
old ruins of the ancient past, and so add to our knowl- 
edge of the history, religion, and modes of life of early 
peoples. Over in the Holy Land, with their picks and 
spades, these archaeologists have been busy uncovering 
the ruins of old cities mentioned in the early books of 
our Bible. They have laid bare many buildings and city 
walls which have lain hidden from view beneath the 
earth for long centuries. Though these walls were built 
thousands of years ago, without the aid of modern con- 
struction tools or knowledge, they are found to rest upon 
a base of solid rock. Thus we know that it has long 
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been a part of man’s store of knowledge that the foun- 
dation of a building must be securely laid. 


A Foundation for the Good Life 

We all know and recognize the need of rock foun- 
dations underneath large buildings, but what does that 
mean for our daily life? Just this, that the principle of 
a firm foundation is a good one to use in building any- 
thing, no matter what we are constructing. And we are 
all constructors of a kind, building something every day. 
We are builders of human lives. Henry W. Longfellow 
has voiced this thought in his splendid poem, “The 
Builders.” Listen to him: 


“All are architects of fate, 

Working in these walls of Time; 
Some with massive deeds and great, 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. 
Nothing useless is, or low; 

Each thing in its place is best; 

And what seems but idle show 
Strengthens and supports the rest. 
For the structure that we raise; 
Time is with materials filled; 

Our todays and yesterdays 

Are the blocks with which we build. 
Build today, then, strong and sute, 
With a firm and ample base; 

And ascending and secure 

Shall tomorrow find its place. 

Thus alone can we attain 

To those turrets, where the eye 

Sees the world as one vast plain, 
And one boundless reach of sky.”’ 

Yes, we are all builders, working in these walls of 
time, busily engaged in building our life. We are entirely 
free to select for ourselves the kind of a foundation our 
lives will have, whether of rock or of sand. Some of us 
are putting some poor material into our work. We are 
erecting a life that cannot stand the test of the storm. 
That lie which you told recently was poor material. That 
evil story which you repeated, that unclean thing which 
you did, that, too, was shoddy. The time you were si- 
lent when someone did wrong, instead of speaking out 
against the sin; the time you failed to help when some- 
one needed a friend, or sympathy, or a pat on the back; 
that was poor material for the great building of your 
life, the home of your soul. 


Rocks in the Firm Foundation 

Building on the rock means building our lives on the 
teachings of Jesus—not only hearing His words, but 
doing them, too. Think of a few of the rocks Christ 
points out as making a good basis for our life: 

(a) Honesty. This means honesty of action which 
prevents us from taking something which belongs to 
another, and honesty of speech, which leads us never 
to tell a lie. 

(b) Unselfishness. A Christian is glad for any 
opportunity to share his gifts with others. He is happy 
to support the missionary work which tells the wonder- 
ful story of Christ to people all around the world. Jesus 
once saw a poor widow putting her tiny mite into the 
offering and commended her for sharing unselfishly the 
little bit which she possessed. We do not have to be 
wealthy in order to provide unselfishly for others, rather 
let us begin to share the things which we have already. 

(c) Reverence. This covers a large field. We Chris- 
tians must be reverent toward God and the things which 
are His—His Church; His Book, the Holy Bible; His 
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day, Sunday; His laws and way of life as taught us from 
the Bible. 

(d) Faith. By this we mean the day-by-day trust- 
ing in God for salvation, guidance, protection, and pro- 
visions. Faith is a belief in Christ as the Son of God 
and our Saviour which makes us follow gladly in His 
way of life. 

Many other rocks which could be mentioned here 
are found in Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. Let us re- 
member that Jesus said our lives cannot be overthrown 
if we build with the material he offers to us. To live a 
Christian life is to be so strong that the waves of tempta- 
tion which beat upon us and the storms of trouble which 
sweep around us cannot destroy us. To be a Christian 
is to build your life upon the rock of Christ. 


June 29, 1941 
Third Sunday After Trinity 


LUTHERAN CAMPS 


Mark 6 :30-32 
(N. B.—The Intermediate Quarterly Helps is replete with sug- 
gestions developing the above topic. What is offered here has 
prepared by Rev. Mars E. Brenneman, are creel y Pa., re- 
cently elected full-time director of CAMP NAWAKWA. The use of 
this material is designed as an alternate one. See the HELPS for 
a number of different suggestions as to how to present this general 


eme.) 
CAMP NAWAKWA 
Its Location 


One of the many beauty spots in Adams County, 
Pennsylvania, near historic Gettysburg, is Camp Na- 
wakwa—the Lutheran Leadership Training Camp. 

Lying in the South Mountains, famous for their 
beauty and richness in plant and tree life, this gathering 
place for modern youth from most of the eastern states 
of the United States has endeared itself to the life and 
work of the whole Church. Under the auspices of the 
Parish and Church School Board of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, this camp has grown continually, 
until, at present there are more than 100 acres to its 
property, 25 student cabins, 9 cabins for housing staff, 
a library, and assembly building—all dedicated to growth 
in Christian personality “for Christ and the Church.” 


Its Founder 
The history of the “camp-in-the-woods,” is the un- 
folding vision of one, Dr. M. Hadwin Fischer, who, dedi- 
cated to the cause of Christ and zealous for Christian 
religious education among the youth of the Church, de- 
voted his life to that ideal. “Uncle Dudley,” for so was 
Dr. Fischer known among many, had been a pastor in 
the Lutheran Church for some years. Later, in 1923, he 
was called as the first professor of Religious Education 
and English Bible, at the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in Gettysburg. While here, the founder of Nawakwa, 
envisioned youth of the Church taking their rightful 
places in a capacity of leadership in a local congrega- 
tion. To do this they must be trained. In 1929, this 

vision was translated into reality. 


Its Founding and Purpose 
Through the loyal support of the citizenry of Adams 
‘County together with the cooperation of the Parish and 
Church School Board, the project of the Leadership 
Training Camp was launched.’ Its beginning was small, 
but kindled the interest and attention of the church im- 
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mediately. To the Camp came the youth of the church, 
there to be inspired to carry back to their homes and 
churches a more real idea of religion, a more zealous 
enthusiasm to do ‘their part, and a willingness to put 
the principles of Christ to work in their lives. It was 
the “character element that counted there,” the “mount 
of inspiration,” said the campers as they returned home. 
For while there, patterning their lives after the life of 
Christ, in a very nearly ideal environment, the boy and 
girl had a vision of what he or she could become. The 
student could become his best self, under guidance of 
wholly consecrated Christian leadership. A well-rounded 
Christian personality was the purpose of the camp train- 
ing, and emphasis was placed on four-fold living. (Luke 
PREV AD 


Dr. Fischer’s ideals were high! Together with Miss . 


La Vene Grove of Harrisburg who was associate direc- 
tor, the camp went forward with the aims to discover 
leadership, to train leadership, and to link leadership to 
the church, 
Its Remarkable Growth 

In 1929, the total enrollment was 355. In 1930, the 
total attendance was 439, and in 1931, there were 485 
boys and girls in camp. Last year’s enrollment was 979 
—a growth of nearly 300% in twelve years! Those 
twelve years have sent forth men and women trained 
for full time service in the church as well as many loyal 
and devoted laymen. There are 257 graduates. And 
nearly 8000 different persons have caught a greater 
vision of the Christ. Nawakwa began with a vision, a 
program, and a great faith. Now its property value is 
listed at something over $47,000—a great monument to 
an even greater faith. 


Its Spirit and Activities 

Yet Nawakwa is not only a Camp—it is a spirit, 
a fellowship for continuing the Jesus’ way in all phases 
of life. Athletics, including baseball, volley ball, swim- 
ming, and others, are under competent leaders. Hikes 
and treks to “Hillside” also strengthen endurance and 
help us develop our bodies. By so doing, we learn to 
know our bodies are “Temples of God.” 

In the camp’s mental activity are various clubs and 
craftwork groups to interest all. Classes in nature study, 
leather work, camper craft, and others are provided to 
meet needs of students. The camp curriculum is so ar- 
ranged as to challenge mental activity and supply a fund 
of useful knowledge. 

Then, to aid in the social aspect of “four-fold” living 
are games of all sorts and descriptions, assemblies, camp 
fires, “nite’s doings,” and dramatizations. 

In the religious work, every facility is provided for 
developing devotional attitudes and practices. The camp 
day begins with “Morning Watch” following the flag 
raising, dip, and setting-up exercises. It is a period of 
personal meditation under the trees, a sacred fellowship 
with God in prayer. The day closes with “cabin devo- 
tions,” so real and so helpful, before we sleep. Then, 
too, the camp provides teachers of Bible that are ise) 
best in their respective fields, 

After the student has satisfactorily completed ie 
work of camp, he is awarded a Young People’s diploma 
or a Certificate of Progress in accordance with the 
standards of the Parish and Church School Board and 
of the International Council of Religious Education. 
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Have you ever wished for an experience of this 
kind? An opportunity to study, learn, and grow? A 
chance to meet new boys and girls from other communi- 
ties? If so, you’re an initiate for Nawakwa Intermediate 
Camps. 

What Campers Have Said 

Here’s what one camper writes about her expe- 
rience: “Nawakwa is the kind of camp I’ve always 
dreamed about. Fun, fellowship, good food, and many 
friends are to be found there. It gave us a chance to 
take advantage of the great out-of-doors, which after 
all was God’s first Temple. Hillside services brought us 
closer to God, too, and the inspiring discussions in 
classes gave much food for thought.” 


And a boy adds: “Before I came to Nawakwa, I 
never knew what real Christian fellowship was. The 
boys in my camp were gathered from all sections of 
the surrounding country with many different accents 
and mannerisms. No young fellow ever feels lonesome 
or homesick here, because he hasn’t time to do so. The 
Program is so varied and helpful that it’s a real oppor- 
tunity to be here to learn.” 

Other young voices follow: “The thing I liked best 
was the service at Upper Temple” . . . “I made many 
new friends there” . . . “I liked the songs” . . . “The 
counsellors are good fellows, just like one of us” ... 
“Fun and spiritual sides of camp just go along naturally 
together” . . . “I liked Morning Watch.” These are 
simple statements, yes, but very sincere. Back of them 


all is the fact that Nawakwa is a great camp, because 
ours is a great Church, and most of all, Christ is a great 
Lord. 
What Camp Offers You 
WHAT ARE VALUES OF CAMP FOR YOU? 

1. It will bring you in close touch with a group 
of choice leaders. 

2. It will teach you to help care for yourself. 

3. It will bring you in an intimate association with 
others your own age. 

4. It will teach you to carry your “own freight,” 
that is, to make your bed, keep tidy, do your own work, 

5. It will help you to be less choosy, more re- 
sourceful, and self-reliant. 

6. It will help make God real to your life; in ath- 
letics, as you experience good sportsmanship and co- 
operation; in the nature room, as you learn order and 
plan and form as manifestations of God; in classes, as 
you learn of God’s revelation through Jesus; in the 
friendship and council circle, as you enjoy good, clean, 
wholesome fun; in fellowship with your leader, as you 
learn he is your “big brother and friend”; in the cabin, 
as you learn principles of community living. 

Camp Nawakwa strives for the student’s achieve- 
ment of internal discipline, a spirit which prompts him 
to do the right thing because he knows it is the right 
thing to do. 

In a word, Nawakwa is the spirit of Christ, calling 
you to experience “life at its best.” E 
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June 1, 1941 
Whitsunday 
HOW TO HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IN OUR LIVES 
Acts 2:16-18 
Dr. C. P. Harry, Norristown, Pa. 
A Gift 
The Holy Spirit is a Gift from God. We cannot 
demand the Holy Spirit. We cannot do some hocus- 
pocus and get the Holy Spirit. We cannot make God 
give us the Holy Spirit. If we want God’s Spirit we 
will wait on God. We will ask God to give us the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus assures us that if we ask for Him, God 
will surely give Him to us. (Luke 11:13). So the first 
thing to do is to ask God for this precious Gift—His 
Holy Spirit—and expect to have God respond and wait 
to receive Him. He does not always come at once. The 
disciples waited some time after Jesus had gone. They 
waited and prayed and waited and then—He Came. 


A Person 

Remember the Holy Spirit is a person. He is not 
a machine. You cannot have the Holy Spirit through 
some mechanical device. He is not like electricity. 
You turn the switch and the current comes on. No 
person becomes your friend and companion that way. 
There is a way of friendliness and companionship. That 
is the way the Holy Spirit comes into and remains in 


our lives. It is in friendly confidence and united effort. 
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Speaking and Responding 

People speak to us. We respond. So friendships 
begin, grow and continue. When we cease to respond 
or to speak, the friendship ceases. So it is with the 
Holy Spirit. We will have God’s Spirit when we live 
on friendly terms with God. God speaks. How? 

Through His Word like everybody else. God speaks 
to us. How? ; 

1. Through the Bible. In the Bible are recorded 
many things God said and did for and with men. How 
they received or rejected His Word and what happened 
in consequence. When we do not hear our friend talking 
we read what he said before. God is true and faith- 
ful. What He said once He means always. His Word 
is sure and unchanging as He is. So God speaks to 
us if we read the Bible or hear it read. 

2. He speaks through the witness of those who 
know Him and live for and with Him. Lots of people 
are speaking God’s Word today because their lives are 
filled with His Spirit. God is living in them, speaking 
through them. He speaks to us that way. Our parents 
often, our minister. Teachers, friends, acquaintances, 
writing of others who live in Him. 

3. God seals His Word to us in the Sacraments. 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are not empty signs, 
They actually bring God’s grace and love to us. Through 
them the Holy Spirit touches our lives. When He 
does, we thrill with His presence and He makes us 
good. 
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We respond—do we? If we do not read the Bible, 
we do not listen to God. He is ready to speak, but we do 
not listen. So with the other ways He speaks to us. 
We must always listen. “Let every man be swift to 
hear,” the Scripture says. We must be eager to learn 
and ready to respond with obedience, faith and love. 
That is the way of friendship. To respond in trust and 
love and to go along in the same way of doing as our 
friend. So we will have the Holy Spirit in our lives 
by listening to God, responding with faith and love and 
in doing what He leads us to do for Christ’s sake. 


(Since the Senior and Young Peoples topics are the same 
for this date, we suggest the leader read the material given under 
Young Peoples.) 


June 8, 1941 
Trinity Sunday 
HOW TO HAVE A GOOD TIME 
Philippians 4:4-8 
William H. Keyser, III, Philadelphia, Pa. 

This is really a topic that should awaken the in- 
terest of any young person. Who doesn’t want to have 
a good time? The answer is negative without doubt. 
The serious side to this question is How. Let us keep 
in mind the two automatic divisions, (1) physical, 
(2) spiritual. Must the two clash or is it possible to 
harmonize? Within the next few minutes we will try 
to uncover the solution. 


Physically Speaking 

“A real American always wants to have a good 
time—he is always playing—he is never serious.” That’s 
the opinion of most Europeans. Which is the better rut 
to be in: This one or that of the typical European who 
is always ready to fight, who always has a chip on his 
shoulder, who is always serious? Dr. William Mather 
Lewis, President of Lafayette College, said in an article 
published: in October, 1938 on the eve of the opening 
football game between the University of Pennsylvania 
and Lafayette College “that in the past forty years of 
football in America, millions of players and spectators 
have found a release from the excitement and worries 
of the world through this sport. Perhaps if Hitler 
would attend a good intercollegiate game each Saturday, 
and if German leaders were more interested in solving 
the defense of a seven-man line than a Maginot Line, 
there would be less fear of the downfall of civilization.” 
Dr. Lewis continues and closes with the wonderful 
thought and prayer, that the American youth shall 
always fight its battles on gridirons and baseball dia- 
monds rather than on battlefields. What a difference 
between these two men—the one, while a college Presi- 
dent, still a typical American; the other a typical Euro- 
pean Dictator. When we think it over, we are a happy 
carefree group of people here in America. Through our 
competitive athletics, football, basketball, baseball, 
track, etc. let us always practice good sportsmanship 
and self-control. 


One of the best places to have a good social time is 
in connection with your Church and Luther League. 
Let us have well-planned socials full of good clean 
fun. We need recreation. No matter how old; the 
adage still holds about Jack needing play as well as 
work. Even Jesus found time for social life. He ac- 
cepted invitations to many social events and feasts. 
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Hobbies and the better type of movie are other ex- 
cellent ways and means of having a good time. Walter 
B. Pitkin writes that a hobby may be defined as “a 
whim grown up and demanding justice.” Hobby habits 
are increasing and should be encouraged. Do you have 
a hobby—is it worth while? Does it have an aim? Does 
it challenge you? To be a real hobby worth bothering 
with, the answer should be “yes” to each question. 


What of movies? Should they be scorned?—not at 
all. However, there probably are plenty without which 
the world would be much better off. To count out 
movies would be just as ridiculous as to do without 
books just because of one or two indecent ones. Movies 
as well as books are most educational. 

Camping is another wholesome way to have a good 
time. In this “back to nature” life one gets his share 
of athletics and sports as well as God’s work. This 
mixture of religion and recreation is a most excellent 
one. 

Spiritually Speaking 

Let us consider now the spiritual side of this question. 
Yes, if we are good sincere Christians we do have good 
times by going to church, Sunday School and Luther 
League. It should not be considered as drudgery but 
rather as a privilege and desire. As young people we. 
are like weeds—growing rapidly. We must be culti- 
vated and refined and the best way to do that is to follow 
the example of Jesus. Following Him, we will always 
have good times whether it be in church on Sunday 


or out in the social world during the week. We must © 


remember to always think of the other fellow. When 
we do work for the church—for the extension of God’s 
Kingdom on earth, we are making happy our Father 
Who is in Heaven. We will have a good time if we 
are striving to please Him in all that we do—sacrificing 
self for others as He did on Calvary. 


June 15, 1941 
First Sunday After Trinity 
NEGROES IN AMERICA AND IN OUR CHURCH 


Acts 8:26-31 
Rev. Jesse W. Routte, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 


Some Facts About the Negro 

One day a woman was startled by an agonized cry, 
and was horrified to see an eagle trying to carry a child 
away. She went to the rescue. When the fierce bird 
saw her it left the child, and with a swoop came down 
with terrific force on her shoulders. The girl tried to 
drive the eagle away. As often as the eagle was beaten 
off, it would return with a swoop tearing her clothes. 
When almost exhausted she succeeded in getting a tight 
hold of the eagle’s head. This proved her salvation, for 
the eagle in its struggle to get free, broke its neck. 
Covered with blood, she led the child, which was but 
little hurt, and dragged the eagle a mile to her home. 


If we are to be co-workers with Christ, we must 
stand ready to defend the weak from the fierce birds 
of prey. Every day we come in contact with those who 
are torn and wounded by the cruel talons of intolerance. 
To go to their rescue, and bare our shoulders to their 
danger, and conquer their enemies in Christ’s strength, 
is our blessed privilege. 
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As Luther Leaguers, we too have the privilege of 
sharing Christ with Negroes in America, especially in 
our church. 

Unlike the foreigner from Europe and Asia, the 
Negro did not come to America for refuge or religious 
freedom, or to improve his economic condition. Neither 
did he come of his own accord, He was captured and 
brought to the Americas to be marketed among stran- 
gers. Picture taking these primitive peoples out of their 
exotic tribal traditions and thrust them into the upheaval 
of the Reformation, the French Revolution, and the 
Puritanism of Victoria. 

From Boston to the Caribbean, black slavery 
marched side by side with religion, philosophy, litera- 
ture, science, art and government. 


Freedom—But! 

In 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation came as a 
war measure. The Thirteenth Amendment in 1865 abol- 
ished slavery as an institution, but violently disrupted 
the slave system for five million Negroes were thrown 
on to the uncertain stage of a new developing world 
without education, or experience, without prosperity or 
training in independent economic life. In 1868, the Negro 
was granted citizenship; and in 1870 the Fifteenth 
Amendment was intended to guarantee him the right 
to vote. After seventy-seven years, there has grown up 
in America an empire without observation, a nation with- 
in a nation, greater than Ireland, Belgium, Austria or 
Portugal; a nation equal in numbers to Egypt, Persia, 
Czechoslovakia, and all Scandinavia. This nation whose 
fathers were slaves for the most part, ignorant and pov- 
erty-stricken; emancipated in the main without capital, 
land or tools—the sport of war, the despair of econo- 
mists, the grave perplexity of Science—has made multi- 
tudinous contributions in all phases of world life. They 
are a positive factor rather than a negative force with 
its burdensome responsibility. 

Their Progress 

In the light of centuries of other races’ develop- 
ment, the progress black men have made within the 
short span of seventy-seven years has been a little less 
than marvelous. 

In 1895, 60% of American Negroes, ten years of 
age or over were illiterate. Today, probably 90% can 
read and write. There are over 2,200,000 children in 
public schools; over 20,000 youth in colleges and about 
58,000 teachers and professors. 

During the Civil War, a splendid piece of work was 
carried out in the religious education of the freedmen by 
certain church denominations. In recent years, how- 
ever, the Negro has been permitted to drift for himself 
on the seas of religious life. 


Lutheranism—A Problem or a Challenge to Negroes 
As the Negro advances in education the less re- 
ligious he becomes. The religious background in the 
emotional denominations does not adequately prepare 
him to meet life’s exacting demands. The old religion 
is built on shifting sands and the Negro needs a more 
solid foundation since he is the victim and not the bene- 
ficiary of present conditions. Here is a splendid chance 
for Lutheran Christians to cathechize this vast nation 
of dark Americans. What is taught remains; what is 
caught disappears. The shadow of social and economic 
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insecurity which has settled on Negro America will never 
be lifted until a teaching church answers the call to 
“Come over into Macedonia and help us.” Like Philip 
who obeyed the spirit of God in opening up the scrip- 
tures to the Ethiopian eunuch so should the Lutheran 
Church of America make the testimony heard among 
the Negro race, making the message of salvation inten- 
sive and extensive. 

It is God’s will that the Lutheran Church should 
missionate to those bewildered citizens; to teach and 
bear witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a wit- 
nessing Church. 


To accomplish this, money is required for scholar- 
ships to attract the finest in the race; and to set up ade- 
quate equipment. 


Lutheran work among Negroes is somewhat neg- 
ligible. The American Lutheran Church and the Mis- 
souri Synod have a total of nearly eighty-five congrega- 
tions for Negroes. 

The United Lutheran Church has on its roll a self- 
supporting church in Washington, D. C. In New York 
City, the Church of The Transfiguration has a communi- 
cant membership of over a thousand. The spiritual 
heritages of these people reach back over two hundred 
years of Lutheranism under Denmark, Each year its 
confirmation classes are a spiritual joy to the church at 
large. Holy Trinity in Jamaica, New York, may be 
classified as a racial mosaic and an offspring of The 
Transfiguration Church. 


Thus at the turn of the century we discover that 
Negro America has tasted the bitter with the sweet. 
Yet to survey the span of history of the Negro race 
in America, the courage, and hope, and fidelity, the ge- 
nius, if you please, on which Negro America has been 
founded is to have completed a spiritual pilgrimage into 
the ages. We have tomorrow before us like a flame. 
Let Us March! 


June 22, 1941 
Second Sunday After Trinity 
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER—ALL AND 
THEN SOME 


Matthew 5:20 
Rev. Paul M. Kimports, D.D., Philadelphia, Penna. 


Note: The Luther League Topics contains the suggested pro- 
gram, Bible readings, illustrations and quotations. These can be 
used to good effect in preparing and presenting the topic. 

No matter whether it be rosebushes, trees, poultry, 
horses, a field of wheat, the human body, human friend- 
ships, or the human soul, if there are no efforts made 
“to keep them in repair,” to improve them, then dete- 
rioration will surely set in. Nothing that lives stays good 
unless we constantly seek to make it better. 

Unceasing care, pain and attention must be given 
all living things or deterioration sets in. Just the same 
in the spiritual realm—unless our souls are really mak- 
ing progress, retrogression sets in. We must forget 
those things that are behind and constantly press for- 
ward toward a higher goal. 


Unless a Christian continues to grow in character 
he is already in grave peril. That is why Paul inter- 
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cedes again and again that believers abound “yet more 
and more,” “and I pray that your love abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and all judgment; that ye may 
be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ; 
being filled withthe fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of God.” 
Philippians 1:9-11. 

Life is filled with a multitude of choices which 
determine not only our conduct but our character as 
well. We can cultivate a taste of the soul as well as 
desires for good music, fine literature and anything that 
is fine and beautiful in art. 

If our tastes, choices and desires would always arise 
from a soul sweetened by love of God, our lives would 
constantly bend more and more toward a Christian 
character and “then some.” God wants godliness within 
as well as without. 

Some months ago a young person asked us this 
question. “What is the motive that influences people 
who belong to no religious group of any kind to live 
good moral lives and attain a high character?” This 
question has troubled many Christians—the fact that 
there are many people in Christian communities who 
are not Christians, nevertheless live lives of high moral 
quality. How can we explain it? What influences them 
to do so? What do they lack? Let us see if we can 
answer the questions. 

1. Most Christians believe moral character comes 
alone through Christ, else this question would not trou- 
ble them. Where do they get the idea? There is no 
reason for it in the New Testament or in the teach- 
ings of Jesus Himself. He never said that there had 
never been and would never be any moral persons who 
did not get their impulse to moral living from Him. He 
did say, that what we call “salvation,” “eternal life,” the 
deepest and most genuine character comes through Him 
alone. 

Religious life and good character include morality 
always, but are more than morality and more than simply 
character. “I am come that they might have life— 
abundantly.” “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 

2. Many people today who do not call themselves 
Christians are still under the influence of Jesus’ exam- 
ple and teaching and are following Him more closely 
than they will admit. 

3. There have been numberless people down the 
ages who have had good characters, they were honest, 
truthful, chaste, public-spirited, kind, unselfish, who 
could never have heard of Jesus. We know though, that 
if they had been followers of the Master they would 
have had a note of divine purpose added to their char- 
acter and morality. It is when we add Christ to char- 
acter that character becomes “all and then some.” 


The Uniqueness of Character 

The uniqueness of Christian character, then, is not 
one of rules or regulations, it is one of spirit. Long as it 
has been since Christ left this earth, very little has been 
actually accomplished towards putting it into effect. 
It is true that as an organization much has been accom- 
plished. The world today in a state of confusion is evi- 
dence that we need more than men of character. We 
need more men with Christian character who will not 
only see character as developed by rules and regula- 
tions, but by the word and spirit of Jesus Christ. 
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Strength of Character 

Strong character should be the supreme quest of 
life. A bully is a combination of a strong, body and a 
mean spirit. A brilliant mind under the control of evil 
motives will be a menace to society. Character involves 
the will as well as the knowledge to be honorable. There 
is nothing “sissy” about being good; it calls for real 
strength on the part of a young person. It is the weak- 
ling that yields to temptation. The character of a Chris- 
tian should be strong as it is character plus Christ and 
His spirit that really counts in living an abundant life. 


Good For Something 

Thoreau once said, “Be not simply good, be good 
for something.” If we draw a circle around ourselves 
and our goodness we forfeit the right to goodness. Good- 
ness is to be used to make others good. Some young 
people go to High Schol, or College merely to get knowl- 
edge. We seldom hear of them in after years. Others 
go to get knowledge in order to give knowledge. These 
have the true conception of the value of an education. 
We should share our goodness in the same way. “Ye 
are the light of the world.” “Let your light shine be- 
fore men that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 


June 29, 1941 
Third Sunday After Trinity 


CAMPS, CONVENTIONS AND VACATIONS 
Mark 6:30-32 
Dr. Paul C. White, New York City, N. Y. 

What shall we do this summer? This is a question 
we all need to answer for we want to make the best 
possible use of these fine vacation days. Summer is not 
just a time to play, but it is a time for us to enjoy a 
change from school or indoor life, to outdoor activities 
and health building exercises. 


What Did Jesus Do? 

Christians like to study the life of Jesus in order 
to discover what He did. Did Jesus like the out-of- 
doors? Did He go on hikes? What does His life seem 
to show us? These are questions we should ask our- 
selves about Jesus. 

All are agreed that our Saviour spent a large por- 
tion of His time out of doors. He liked to be by the 
Sea of Galilee where He could see the fishermen at 
work with their nets and where, on occasions, He could 
cross the lake by boat. Jesus loved the mountains and 
on various occasions He led His friends up the moun- 
tain side where He taught them many lessons. On 
other occasions He would gather His apostles together 
and lead them apart into a desert place where they 
might rest awhile. If one studies the life of Jesus, it 
is not long until one discovers that He was a lover of 
the great out-of-doors and spent much time “close to 
nature,” 

What Can We Do? 

In planning for a summer, which is to be helpful 
to us in every way, what can we do? Your Church wants 
you to make good use of these golden opportunities so 
it has several suggestions to make: 


Camps of many kinds have been developed for the 
young people of the Church. The 1941 Year Book of 
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the United Lutheran Church in America lists 16 Camps. 
Among these, for small children, are “fresh air’ and 
“health building” Camps such as Camp Wilbur Herr- 
lich of the New York Inner Mission Society, and many 
others. There are Camps for boys and girls from ap- 
proximately ages 8-10 to 16 or 17, built on the ideal of 
developing Christian character, an understanding of na- 
ture and a love for out-door life. Such Camps as Luboca 
of the Ohio Synod, Camps E. Clarence Miller and Peter 
Hagan of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, and others 
illustrate this type. Still other Camps have been devel- 
oped with the idea of training for leadership. Camp 
Nawakwa, Biglerville, Pa., under the leadership of the 
Parish and Church School Board is a fine example of 
this type. There are many other types of Camps, but 
this will illustrate how our Church has endeavored to 
develop Camp life among its young people. 

Conventions, while many come at other seasons of 
the year, are found in many parts of the country, 
throughout the summer months. The total Luther 
League program includes State and Synodical Conven- 
tions, district rallies, and summer outings. Biennially, 
the Luther League of America holds its National Con- 
vention, usually during the early part of July. In all of 
these gatherings Leaguers should seek to find Christ, 
new friends and inspiration. 

Leadership Schools have been developed by many 
Synods, primarily for young people, 16 years and older. 
Regular credit courses are offered, which give special 
training in many fields. In addition there are inspiring 
Bible lectures, practical workers’ conferences for Luther 
Leaguers, Sunday School workers, Missionary Society 
members and others. New and lasting friendships are 
thus formed. If you have never attended one of thesé 
fine summer assemblies, or Leadership Schools, seek 
. information about the one located nearest you and avail 
yourselves of this fine summer opportunity. 

Vacation Trips, planned with our parents, can be 
made very educational and worth-while. When you travel 
to some new state or city or countryside, seek to learn 
all that you can about it. But go further and try to 
find out something new and interesting about the Lu- 
theran Church. Are you going South? Stop in at Wa- 
tauga or Konnarock, Va., and see the Lutheran moun- 
tain schools. Are you going West? Stop at Wittenberg 
College, Springfield, Ohio, or Carthage College, Car- 


thage, Illinois, or Midland, Fremont, Nebraska, and visit 
a Lutheran College. Are you going Northwest? Rocky 
Boy Indian Mission, Rocky Boy, Montana, will interest 
you greatly. How about coming East? In Philadelphia 
visit the Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce street, or 
in New York City, the Lutheran Church House (na- 
tional headquarters of The United Lutheran Church in 
America), 39 East 35th Street. These are just a few 
pointers concerning the types of interesting Lutheran 
things to look for. Inner Mission projects, Home Mis- 
sion stations, and many other activities will be worth 
visiting. 
Enjoying My Home, How? 

During the summer, there are many of us who 
remain at home either to continue our regular work 
or to give needed assistance to our parents. The sum- 
mer is a good time to work and if one continues to work 
at the job or to serve at home, happily one may find 
many of the same qualities as one finds at camps or 
conventions. Enjoy giving service, for that is our Chris- 
tian ideal. With Jesus in one’s heart, one can enjoy 
remaining at home to the fullest extent. That is the 
true secret of living a full and happy life. 


For What Shall We Look? 

Whatever my experience this summer, if I must 
work, or if I may be privileged to enjoy some other 
type of trip, I will seek: 

Comradeship, for Jesus would have us to be friendly 
and Christian friends will help us to live the Master’s 
way. ‘ 
Health, for this God-given body needs to be recre- 
ated and so we will build it day by day. 

Religious experiences are at hand, whether in the 
great out-of-doors, or at home, so we will seek the beau- 
tiful and the true through prayer, worship and regular 
Church attendance. 

Inspiration comes to us if at our Camp or Conven- 
tion, or “Summer School” we live close to Jesus. See 
Him as your constant friend. 

Serve Him wherever you may go. A kind word, a 
gentle lift, an act of kindness will fill your summer 
with added joy. 

Trust is our goal, for young Christians want to 
know the truth. Jesus said: “I am the Way, the Truth, 
the Life.’ That is why we say, look for CHRIST. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S TOPICS FOR JUNE 


Theme For The Month: ‘“Hightights Zor Christian Living” 


June 1, 1941 
Whitsunday 
HAVING THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Acts 2:16-8 
Rev. C. A. Linn, Ph.D., Savannah, Ga. 

Ignorance of the Word of God is responsible for 
many misconceptions regarding the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Inadequate knowledge of the Scriptures and un- 
due emphasis upon human powers of spiritual achieve- 
ment frequently result in emotional and intellectual 
fanaticism. Claims of divine inspiration are made by 
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many who have not so much as tapped the springs of 
eternal truth. 

Luther says, in his meaning to the third article of 
the Apostles’ Creed: “The Holy Ghost has called me 
through the Gospel.” Here he clearly indicates that, 
if wé would have the Holy Spirit, we must seek His 
fellowship, not through philosophical speculation, nor 
through emotional flights of fancy, but through the 
means which God himself has provided. 

It is barely conceivable that some man might under- 
take to drive an automobile by the direct line of the 
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compass from Chicago to New Orleans; but it is hardly 
believable that any sane man would expect him to get 
through the forests and swamps and bayous and to 
arrive at his proposed destination. The only way to 
drive a car successfully between the two points is to 
_ follow some highway constructed for the purpose. 

In like manner it is impossible for any human being 
to enter directly into the fellowship of God. His only 
access to that fellowship is through the means which 
God has supplied—namely, the Gospel, which is made 
available to the individual Christian in the Bible and 
the sacraments of Baptism and of the Altar. 


The Holy Spirit 

There is little profit in purely abstract speculation 
with regard to the nature of the Holy Spirit. Had God 
intended to reveal Himself to men through abstract 
thought, He would not have sent His Son into the 
world; neither would He have revealed His divine power 
through the practical operations of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost. It is our Heavenly Father’s will, 
conceived and ordained from all eternity, that we should 
know Him through His Son, that we should know His 
Son through the Gospel, and that through this knowl- 
edge we should receive the power of the Holy Spirit 
to believe in Him, to come to Him, and to serve Him. 


This is the road that we must travel, to know and 
to have the Holy Spirit. It is the way of salvation, pre- 
pared from the foundation of the world. To Him who 
accepts this way, life is no maze of perplexities, but a 
plain road that leads to a sure and certain destination 
in the eternal fellowship of God. Along this road specu- 
lative questions become subordinate to practical reali- 
ties; for here the Holy Spirit becomes the daily com- 
panion of our lives, and His power our daily experience. 


Peter, on the day of Pentecost, could not have ade- 
quately defined the Holy Spirit; but he experienced the 
power of His presence, and turned that experience into 
fruitful effort for the building of Christ’s kingdom. It 
is in such a character we see the Holy Spirit at work. 

Who could describe the wind to a person who had 
never felt its power? Or who, that feels it in his face, 
can adequately define it? “The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.” (Matt. 3:8.) Truly, 
through the co-operative efforts of men, it is possible 
to trace in limited measure the course and effects of the 
wind. In like manner it is possible to observe the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. But only to him who feels 
the power of His presence does there come any ade- 
quate conception of His nature, and only to him who 
accepts the medium of the Word and the sacraments 
does the power of the Spirit come. 


Universal Inspiration 

The prophecy of Joel quoted in Acts 2:17-18 (Joel 
2:28-29) indicates that, in “the last days,” the power of 
God’s Spirit will be available to all mankind. This proph- 
ecy is not to be taken as referring to what we call “the 
last times,” or “the day of judgment.” It refers rather 
to the whole period of the Messiah’s rule. In this pe- 
riod, God says through the prophet, “I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh.” Inspiration is not to be limited 
to old or young, to male or female. It is to be bestowed 
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upon all who, in keeping with the plan of God, are 
ready to receive it. 

The seeing of visions and the dreaming of dreams 
are parallel ideas. Every follower of the Messiah, the 
Christ—that is, every true Christian—is to receive 
insight into the mysteries of the kingdom of God. By 
faith he is to understand, not merely the tangible world, 
but the “things hoped for,” the “things not seen.” (He- 
brews 11:1.) 

Upon the youth of our day, “both young men and 
maidens,” God is ready to pour out His Spirit, that 
they may find hope for the future of our race, which, 
under the dominance of worldly-wise men, is plunged 
into the abysmal depths of despair. By the inspiration 
of God the humblest soul may see “the light” that 
“shineth in darkness.” By the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit his life may be purged of sordid ugli- 
ness and transformed into the beauty of holiness. 

“Ye shall know them by their fruits.” (Matthew 
7:16.) By the standards of the Scripture every individ- 
ual may judge the fruits of his life, whether they be of 
the Spirit. These fruits may be classified under two 
heads: the confession of faith, and the practice of Chris- 
tian virtue. Confession of faith is accomplished through 
worship and participation in the fellowship of the church 
(Hebrews 10:21-25) and through the exercise of such 
spiritual gifts as preaching, teaching, ministering to hu- 
man needs, and promoting the organization of Christ’s 
kingdom -(I Corinthians 12:28.). The Christian virtues 
are “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance (Galatians 5:22-23.). 

Every ambitious young person is eager to attain” 
an educatiom in the field of secular arts; for thereby he 
hopes to be fitted for a successful life. If he is a Chris- 
tian he should be even more earnest in the pursuit of 
spiritual training, in order that his life may successfully 
manifest the fruits of the spirit. 


Read: G. H. Gerberding, “‘Lutheran Fundamentals,” pages 151-169. 
Charles M. Jacobs, ‘The Way,’’ pages 104-114. 


June 8 
The Festival of the Holy Trinity 
BEING BAPTIZED 


Acts 19:1-5 
Rev. C, A. Linn, Ph.D., Savannah, Ga. 


The essential element in Baptism is not the act of 
the minister, nor the response of the person baptized, 
but the grace, mercy and power of God. it is God who 
bestows in this sacrament the forgiveness of sins, deliv- 
erance from death and the devil, and everlasting salva- 
tion. This gift of God is inherent in His Holy and 
Precious Word, which is the divine element employed 
by the minister of the church in the rite of Baptism. 
The water used has in itself no effect. It is, employed 
as an earthly element because it is commanded by Christ. 
It becomes efficacious in the sacrament only by reason 
of its connection with God’s Word. (Compare Luther’s 
Small Catechism, Part IV.) 


Infant Baptism 
If we understand that the benefits of baptism are 
purely the gift of God, then we can readily see that 
they need not be refused to little children and reserved 
for adults alone. Indeed Jesus opens the way for the 
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admission of the little ones to His kingdom, when He 
Says: “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 19:14.). Those who reason that children should 
not be baptized until they are old enough to understand 
the sacrament are placing a limitation on the power 
of God’s grace to implant His righteousness in the hu- 
man heart. Indeed, if one who has come to full mental 
maturity desires the sacrament of Baptism, he can 
rightly receive it only in the spirit of a little child 
(Matthew 18:3.). 

While the gift that is bestowed in baptism is suffi- 
cient unto salvation, it is not the full grown, fruit- 
bearing plant of God’s righteousness. It is only the seed 
of His Word whose germination and growth may easily 
be destroyed by cares and pleasures and evil desires. 
(Matthew 13:18-23.) On the contrary it may be culti- 
vated and nourished in the baptized child through paren- 
tal teaching of the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and 
the Lord’s Prayer; through encouragement, as he grows 
in years, to study the Holy Scriptures and attend the 
services of God’s House; and through co-operation with 
others in providing instruction in the Christian Faith, 
bytrained ministers and leaders of the church. (Admo- 
nition in Order for the Baptism of Infants.) 


Responsibility of Parents and Sponsors 

The church does not teach that unbaptized children 
of Christian parents, who die before they come to an 
age of individual responsibility, are lost. Neither does 
it encourage such an implication as is sometimes ex- 
pressed in the statement that for them there is no prom- 
ise given. “Rather should we believe,’ says Bugenha- 
gen, “that the prayers of pious parents, or of the Church, 
are graciously heard, and that these children are re- 
ceived by God into His favor and eternal life.” (Krauth, 
“Conservative Reformation.”) 

Nevertheless, it is clearly taught that parents have 
a solemn obligation to carry into effect the command 
of Christ by having their children baptized at the earliest 
opportunity. The neglect of such an obligation is equiva- 
lent to rebellion against Christ and His church. 

An equally solemn responsibility resting upon par- 
ents is that they should heed the admonition, expressed 
in the baptismal service, to provide proper Christian 
training for their children. They should bear in mind 
that baptism, without such subsequent training and 
cultivation of God’s grace, becomes but an empty form; 
and, hence, that the virtue of bringing their children to 
God in Baptism is nullified by their later neglect. Nor 
should they forget that, through this neglect, their chil- 
dren may lose the benefits of the grace of God bestowed 
in baptism, and, as they come to an age of responsibility, 
choose the broad highway that leads to destruction 
rather than the straight and narrow way that leads 
unto life. In some sections of the church it is customary 
to have sponsors, or God-Parents, take the vows of re- 
sponsibility along with the parents. Under the laws 
of the state, which the church honors, such persons have 
no legal right to govern the children for whom they 
stand, whether the parents are living or dead. Their 
responsibility consists in the exercise of such Christian 
influence as they may find possible, without offense to 
the parents or legal guardians, looking to the proper 
spiritual training of the children. 
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Adult Baptism 

In the case of a person who is not baptized before 
he comes to an age of individual responsibility—the 
customary age for confirmation—the church has pro- 
vided the rite of Adult Baptism. The sacrament of 
baptism is the same, whether administered to infants 
or adults; for there is but ‘fone baptism.” (Ephesians 
4:5.) However, in the administration, there is this dif- 
ference: In infant baptism parents and sponsors con- 
fess the faith into which the child is to be baptized and 
take the vows of responsibility for his Christian train- 
ing and character, looking to the time when, in the rite 
of confirmation, he will make his own confession and 
take his own vows of faithfulness to Christ and His 
church. In adult baptism, on the other hand, the per- 
son baptized makes the same confession and takes the 
same vows as the confirmand, and is admitted into the 
full communion of the church on his own responsibility, 
thus eliminating the need for later confirmation. 


The Use of Water 

In Old Testament times water was used in various 
ways as a symbol of purification. In some cases it was 
sprinkled or poured upon the objects to be purified; 
in others, the objects were immersed in the water. In 
any of the accepted modes of baptism, therefore, the 
symbolism of the Old Testament is carried out. 

It is a well established fact that, in the time of the 
Apostles, various modes of baptism were employed; and 
all were regarded as efficacious. Hence throughout the 
history of the church, the water, as a symbol of the 
spiritual purification which takes place in baptism, has 
been used in various ways. The practice of some has 
been to sprinkle or pour water upon the head; the prac- 
tice of others, to immerse the person being baptized 
in the water. The Lutheran Church practices the mode 
of sprinkling, but recognizes the other modes as also 
in keeping with the purpose and the historical usage of 
the sacrament. It refuses, however, to employ modes 


“other than its own, in order to satisfy personal prefer- 


ences, for the reason that in so doing it would tend 
to deny the efficacy of its own usage. 
The Three Essentials in Baptism 

In any sacrament there are three essentials: the 
divine command, the earthly element, and the promise. 
In connection with baptism the divine command is found 
in Matthew 28:19, “Go ye, therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” The use of water 
as the earthly element is prescribed in John 3:5, “Ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” The promise 
is given in Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved.” 


Read: G. H. Gerberding, “Lutheran Fundamentals,’ pages 170-182. 
Charles M. Jacobs, “The Way,” pages 115-132. 


June 15 
The First Sunday After Trinity 
BEING CONFIRMED 
Acts 19:6,7 

Rev. C. A. Linn, Ph.D., Savannah, Ga. 
Confirmation is not a sacrament, for the reason that 
it is not commanded by Christ. It is therefore not to be 
regarded as a means of grace, conferring, in itself, the 
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gift of eternal salvation. Nevertheless, it is a sacred 
ceremony of the church, suggested by the act of Paul, 
recorded in Acts 19:6, and hallowed by almost universal 
usage from the time of the Apostles to the present day. 
It offers an occasion for the person who was baptized 
in infancy to ratify the confession and vows made on 
his behalf by his parents and sponsors. Basically, it is 
a formal supplication of the church that, upon those 
who in baptism and in the study of God’s Word have 
made use of the means of grace, there may be bestowed 
the manifold gifts of the Holy Ghost. 


Catechetical Instruction 

The Lutheran Church has never encouraged young 
people, or other prospective members, to unite in its 
fellowship on the strength of emotions produced in 
some moment of inspiration. On the contrary, it has 
always insisted upon such definite training in Christian 
truth as to enable the person who seeks admission into 
its communicant membership, to do so with an intelli- 
gent knowledge of its teachings and practice. Hence, 
since the time of the Reformation, instruction in Lu- 
ther’s Small Catechism has been given as proper prep- 
aration for confirmation. Similar instruction has usually 
been given also to those who are received by adult 
baptism, letter of transfer, or confession of faith. 


The Confirmation Vows 

The vows taken by the confirmand may be classi- 
fied under three heads: the renunciation of evil, the 
confession of faith, and the pledge of fidelity. One of 
the things required of a person who desires to become 
a naturalized citizen of the United States is that he 
renounce all allegiance to the country from which he 
comes. If, as we recognize, there can be no true na- 
tional allegiance, divided between two civilized coun- 
tries, then it is certainly more true that there can be 
no true loyalty to God on the part of a person who does 
not “renounce the devil, and all his works, and all his 
ways.” This renunciation involves a definite and deter- 
mined resolution to lay aside every impure desire, every 
evil ambition, and every selfish purpose that would hin- 
der undivided loyalty to Christ and His kingdom. 

The confession of faith is accomplished by the sep- 
arate use of the three articles of the Apostles’ Creed. 
This Creed is a remarkably concise statement of the 
fundamenta! truths of the Gospel. In its confessional 
use, the confirmand denies every form of materialistic 
philosophy as well as every superstitious and fatalistic 
conception of life, by declaring that the Creator and 
Source of all things is a loving God, our Heavenly 
Father. He repudiates every idea of Christianity as an 
ethical achievement by asserting that the salvation of 
man is accomplished through the self-humiliating incar- 
nation, the atoning death, and the victorious resurrec- 
tion of the only-begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ. And 
he acknowledges the inability of man to come to this 
salvation except through the work and power of the 
Holy Spirit. This confession can be intelligently made 
only. after proper catechization and careful self-exam- 
ination. 

The pledge of fidelity consists of the promise to 
continue steadfast in the faith confessed, and to remain 
faithful to the teachings of the Lutheran Church and 
diligent in the use of the means of grace. To some, 
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such a promise might seem to impose shackles upon the 
individual liberties of the mind. The only answer to a 
person who entertains such doubts is that he is no more 
prepared for confirmation than is one for marriage who 
fears that life-long fidelity to his home may impair his 
personal liberty. “He that is not with me is against 
me,” says Jesus. (Matthew 12:30.) There are no fence- 
riders in the kingdom of God. Joining the church is 
useless unless the pledge of faithfulness to Christ is 
whole-hearted, and unless the means of grace admin- 
istered by His church is diligently used. In the last 
day many church members will be disappointed, as they 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ, for the sim- 
ple reason that they have not walked in the way of His 
salvation. 
The Laying on of Hands 

The official act of confirmation consists in the cere- 
mony of the laying on of hands. Following the con- 
firmation vows and a prayer on behalf of the confirm- 
ands for the manifold gifts of God’s grace, the rubric 
in the Order of Confirmation says: “Then shall the 
candidates kneel, and the Minister shall lay his hand, 
or hands, on the head of each and say the prayer of 
blessing.” The prayer then follows. 

This ceremony, together with many other Chris- 
tian rites, is to be traced back to symbolical types in 
the Old Testament. The laying on of hands was used 
by Aaron and his sons in the sacrifices connected with 
the consecration of priests. (Exodus 29:10, 15, 19.) With 
a like ceremony Moses set apart Joshua as the leader 
of the people. (Numbers 27:23.) In the New Testament 
we find Jesus putting His hands upon little children 
and blessing. them. (Matthew 19:13, 15.) 

The significance of the Christian usage of this cere- 
mony is revealtd in Acts 19:6: “And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on 
them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.” 
The act is therefore one of prayer for the enabling gifts 
of the Holy Ghost which direct and empower the mem- 
ber of Christ’s kingdom to be a witness for Him and 
to serve Him in His Holy Church. It does not, in any 
sense, sacramentally confer these gifts. 


The Right Hand of Fellowship 

The act of confirmation concluded, the minister ex- 
tends to.each confirmand the right hand of fellowship, 
formally admitting him to the full rights and privileges 
of church membership, including participation in the 
Lord’s Supper. From ancient times the right hand has 
been regarded as a symbol of power. This fact is ex- 
emplified in Psalm 98:1, “His right hand, and his holy 
arm, hath gotten him the victory.” By transfer of idea 
the right hand comes to symbolize that which is gained 
by power, namely possession. When possessions be- 
come personal, as in the case of friends, or husband, or 
wife, the same symbol of the right hand comes to rep- 
resent loyalty and fidelity. Thus arose the practice of 
giving the right hand in marriage, and the thought of 
winning the hand of a fair maiden. Thus also arose the 
idea of the right hand of fellowship, which has had long 
usage in the church. 

The idea of a gentlemen’s agreement is well known 
in the business world, Frequently such an agreement 
is made, not in writing, but verbally; and it is sealed 
by the shaking, of hands. In like manner ‘the relation- 
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ship of the newly confirmed communicant with his 
church is sealed, in a pledge of loyalty and fidelity, as 
he accepts the proffered right hand of the minister, who 
officially represents the church. But among true gen- 
tlemen a gentlemen’s agreement is “as good as gold.” 
Among true Christians the spiritual pledge which is 
sealed by the right hand of. fellowship should be more 
Sure and more lasting than any material substance; for 
it is the pledge of a relationship which continues, in 
Christ, through all eternity—a pledge which involves 
values, not of material goods, which moth and rust may 
corrupt, and which thieves may break through and steel, 
but of the heavenly treasures of divine grace and eter- 
nal salvation. 

Read: G. H. Gerberding, “The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran 

Church,” pages 89-96. 
Charles M. Jacobs, “The Way,” pages 133-148. 


June 22 
The Second Sunday After Trinity 


RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
I Corinthians 11 :23-29 
Rev. C. A. Linn, Ph.D., Savannah, Ga. 


The Holy Communion is reserved to the confirmed 
membership of the church. Children baptized in infancy, 
but not yet confirmed, are not admitted to the sacra- 
ment. These children, of course, are members of the 
church; they are not without the means of grace, for 
they have been admitted to Holy Baptism and have re- 
ceived the Word of God. They have all that is requisite 
to their eternal salvation. In case of their death prior 
to their participation in the Lord’s Supper their eternal 
blessings are in no wise limited by their exclusion from 
this sacrament. 


The Sacrament For the Mature Christian 

The fact that the Holy Communion is not essential 
to the salvation of the unconfirmed child is not to be 
taken as an indication that it is an unnecessary part of 
God’s plan of salvation. To the mature Christian it is 
just as necessary as are the other means of grace. In 
dispensing His spiritual blessings God is not limited by 
any necessity; but, in receiving them, man is definitely 
limited by the will and the plan of God. With reference 
to the sacrament of His Body and Blood, Christ gives 
certain definite commandments: “Take, eat.” “Drink ye 
all of it.’ “This do.” (Matthew 26:26, 27; I Corinthians 
11:24, 25.) Whatever is commanded by Christ is part 
of God’s plan, and may not, on peril of eternal death, 
be wilfully neglected. 

The fact, however, that these commands are in- 
tended only for the mature Christian is clearly indicated 
in I Corinthians 11:28: “Let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup.” It is evident that intelligent self-examination is 
possible only to one who has arrived at an age of dis- 
cretion, and who has been adequately instructed in the 
Word of God. 

There is good reason, too, for this sacrament as a 
special means of grace for the mature Christian. Dur- 
ing the period of childhood the burden of one’s spiritual 
obligations and responsibilities is borne by his parents. 
But in confirmation the individual takes this burden 
upon himself. He is initiated into a life of deep spiritual 


JUNE, 1941 


joy which comes by the way of the cross—by the way 
of self-denial and suffering in the service of the Master. 
In this intense life he has need of the intimate per- 
sonal fellowship of the suffering Saviour, and of the 
confident assurance of His atoning grace. 


The Real Presence 

In the history of the church there has been con- 
siderable controversy about the real presence of Christ 
in the sacrament. The controversy arose over the ques- 
tion as to whether Christ, in His human nature, could 
be present. The confusion thus resulting can best be 
cleared away through the rejection of worldly wisdom 
and the employment of a simple childlike faith. 


For the child who learns of Jesus there is no prob- 
lem regarding the divine and human natures of Christ. 
At Easter he has a clear and simple conception of the 
risen Lord. When he is taught that Jesus is present 
at the hour of worship, he raises in his mind no ques- 
tion as to how He can be present. He simply believes. 
Much less does he mentally divide Christ, so as to think 
of him as present in His divine nature, but not in His 
human nature. The Jesus that he knows is the Jesus ~ 
Who received little children and blessed them, Who died — 
on the cross of Calvary, Who was gloriously raised from ~ 
the dead, and Who ascended to His heavenly home— 
the same Jesus Who is present in the church on Sunday, 
and Who comes down and takes his little brother up 
to heaven. 


The Lutheran doctrine of the real presence of Christ 
in the Holy Communion is essentially as simple as that. 
The bread which we reteive is just plain bread, and 
the wine is just plain wine. Neither is in any way 
changed. But, when we receive them, we also receive 
Jesus, our risen and ascended Lord—the same Jesus 
Who is still the intimate friend of little children, and 
of all who believe in Him with childlike simplicity. In 
the sacrament of the Holy Supper He comes to us by 
special promise, and communicates Himself to us for 
our special comfort and strengthening, to the end that 
we should have everlasting life. 


The Body and Blood of Christ 

Luther says in the Catechism that the Sacrament 
of the Altar “is the true Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, given unto us 
Christians to eat and drink, as it was instituted by 
Christ Himself.” This statement is not to be taken as 
referring in any crude sense to the eating of the body 
or the drinking of the blood of our Saviour. It is a 
statement prepared more than four hundred years ago, 
and, for full analysis, must be considered in its historical 
connections. It is sufficient for us here to say that, in 
the thought of Luther, the eating of the body and drink- 
ing of the blood meant simply the reception of Christ 
in His human nature. 

All theologians confessed that Christ could be re- 
ceived in His divine nature. But Luther believed that, 
unless He can be received in his human nature also, 
the saving power of His incarnation, of His atoning 
sacrifice, and of His resurrection, is lost to the indi- 
vidual Christian. Only by Him Who has made the 
victorious conquest of sin and death can we, who “are 
dead in trespasses and in sin,’ hope to be “delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious lib- 


Twenty-seven 


erty of the children of God.” And He Who made that 
conquest was “Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity, and also true men, born of the 
virgin Mary.” 


The Testimony, of a Common Fellowship 

The sacrament of the Altar is not only the indi- 
vidual communion of the believer with Christ. It is 
also a fellowship, in Him, with other believers. For 
“We, being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another.” (Romans 12:5.) One 
member cannot exist apart from the body and continue 
to partake of its life. Neither can the body function 
effectively without the unity of all its members. The 
Lord’s Supper is, therefore, distinctly a sacrament of 
united fellowship with Christ in His church. 

In turn this united fellowship comes to be a testi- 
mony to our common faith: a testimony that through 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ, the way of salvation is 
opened to all true believers. Lest we ourselves forget, 
we join in this sacramental feast in remembrance of 
Him. And, lest we fail as His witnesses, we “do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come” by proclaiming to the 
world, in the sacrament of His body and blood, the 
saving power of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 


Read: G. H. Gerberding, “Lutheran Fundamentals,” pages 219-236. 
Charles M. Jacobs, “‘The Way,” pages 115-132. 


June 29, 1941 
Third Sunday After Trinity 
SUPPORT AND RECOVERY IN SICKNESS 
James 5:14-16 
Rey. Ray F. Anderson, Philadelphia, Pa. 


(Note: It is suggested that the leader have two assistants to 
take the parts so indicated.) 

A Look at Sickness 

LEADER: In one of America’s metropolitan art 
museums there hangs a painting entitled “The Triumph 
of Death.” A dark figure representing death is seen 
driving a team of grim, black oxen. Heavy cart wheels 
are pictured bearing down upon and crushing everything 
and every person in their path. Young and old, rich and 
poor, good and bad, all alike are struck to the ground. 
Death is represented as victorious over life. In much 
the same way, many of us view sickness, suffering and 
sorrow. We look at adversity as an instrument of cru- 
elty and destruction, its heavy wheels grinding us! into 
insensibility. We fear its approach, cringe in its shadow, 
and succumb to its reality. 

To. be sure, adversity in one form or another, and 
often in the form of sickness, is the common lot of 
mankind. No one escapes it. But as Jesus said in con- 
cluding the Sermon on the Mount (read Matthew 7:24- 
27), adversity is more like a storm than crushing wheels 
of fate—a storm that beats upon the houses of men 
both good and evil. Truly, no house, not even the house 
of the Son of God, escapes it; but whereas some houses 
fall, others come through triumphantly! It is to come 
through the storms of life triumphantly that Christians 
seek a saving faith! 


A Look at Faith 
FIRST ASSISTANT: Some Christian people think 
that a saving faith means the stoic or calm acceptance 


Twenty-eight 


of one’s fate and making the best of it. They believe 
that God has either permitted or imposed their sick- 
ness upon them and that nothing can be done about it 
They believe that the only good that prayer can do is 
to. give them strength to carry their cross and perhaps 
impart a soothing sedative to their minds. 

SECOND ASSISTANT: Other Christians are in al- 
most complete opposition to this understanding of “sav- 
ing faith.’ These people believe that anything they may 
desire is possible if they have sufficient faith. They 
think that if they firmly expect God to remove their 
affliction, He will do it. If God does not grant their re- 
quest it is because they have not had sufficient faith— 
because they have not firmly enough expected Him 
to do so. 

A Look at God 

LEADER: These two groups are extremists, and 
as with all extreme positions there is both an element 
of error and an element of truth. The first group looks 
upon God as “Supreme Will,” whose will is law, whose 
decrees are fate. The second group looks upon God as 
“Supreme Power,” whose power overrides His law, and 
whose power is at the disposal of all who know how 
to appropriate it. The first group is right in that it 
recognizes God as the guiding will of the universe, either 
imposing or permitting affliction to fall upon mankind; 
and the second group is right in recognizing God as 
the source and possessor of all power, able to do any- 
thing and all things. 


The Power of God 

SECOND ASSISTANT: That God can do all things 
should go without proof. Surely the Creator of the 
universe, the Maker of all things, the Sustainer of life 
is a God who has all power. Nothing is impossible for 
Him. “With God all things are possible,” said Jesus. 
And that His power can be “tapped” by man should 
also go without doubt, for throughout the Bible there 
is one record after another of men of faith who wrought 
miracles through prayer. Jesus Himself has told us in 
many places of the value of faith: “All things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth”; “If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Re- 
move hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible to you.” The apostles, too, 
frequently witness to the miracles of prayer. In the two 
verses following our text (read James 5:17, 18) there 
is an excellent example of power through prayer. With 
such testimony as this, and with the testimony of thou- 
sands since, and with the testimony of many Christians 
today about direct and indisputable answers to prayer 
for health and other blessings, it is hard to understand 
why so many hesitate to believe that all things are pos- 
sible with God. God does have power! He is the Source 
of power. And that power is available to man through 
faithful prayer! (Here you or others may cite exam- 
ples of answered prayer with which you are intimately 
acquainted.) 

The Love of God 

FIRST ASSISTANT: On the other hand, God is 
also a God of infinite will. What He decrees most cer- 
tainly comes to pass. What He permits also takes 
place. If He permits an illness to befall a man, that 
affliction will surely befall him. If it is God’s will that 
that man carry his cross the rest of his life, he indeed 
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will have to carry it. No amount of crying, no amount 
of pleading, no amount of praying will lift that cross 
from his shoulders, if it is God’s will that he endure it. 
Some people crack under this and rebel against the will 
of God. Others accept it and make the best of it. Still 
others seek the strength, courage and comfort which 
Christ has promised to impart. (Here you or others 
may cite examples of good, Christian people you know 
who have had to carry a cross.) 


The Will of God 

LEADER: Peculiarly enough, the same error is 
present in each extreme view. Both look upon God in 
the same way—as a Supreme Being whose will, in the 
one case, is supreme, and whose power, in the other 
case, is supreme. One group believes that God cannot 
be persuaded to change His will, while the other group 
believes God must overrule His will if man firmly ex- 
pects Him to. 

There is only one way to dissolve this difference 
of opinion and that is by conceiving God not as Supreme 
Will and not as Supreme Power but as Infinite Love. 
This is the revelation of Christ, that God is our Father 
whose love tempers His will and controls His power; 
whose love permits nothing to happen to His children 
except that which is for their own ultimate good, and 
whose love is well able to supply all that is needed to 
sustain and preserve their lives. This means that Chris- 
tians must trust both His wisdom and His power, con- 
fident that His wisdom is loving and His power ade- 
quate. In other words, God not only imparts strength 
and. courage to carry one’s cross but also removes that 
cross when in His loving wisdom He thinks it best. 


The Nature and Purpose of Faith 

With these things in mind it is easier to understand 
the true meaning and purpose of faith. Faith isn’t just 
expecting God to do what we want Him to do (as the 
so-called faith healers believe), although this expect- 
ancy plays an important part in faith; nor is faith just 
a resignation to that which happens to us (as the fatal- 
ists believe), although this submission, too, plays an 
important part in faith. Rather, true faith is the con- 
signment of one’s self into the loving hands of God, 
making known unto Him our honest, heartfelt needs 
and preparing ourselves to receive the blessings He 
wants us to have. Faith, therefore, is complete depend- 
ence upon God, our loving Father, knowing that He is 
well able to grant what He who loves us knows is best 
for us. Thus, it can be said that the purpose of faith 
jis not so much to get from God what we want as it is 
to bring ourselves to desire what God wants us to have. 

Receiving This Faith 

To be sure, such faith as this is not reached over 
night, neither is it reached independently of our actual 
experiences. Rather, it is realized only after much inner 
struggle and fervent prayer while we are going through 
our affliction, adversity or sickness, which experience 
makes fertile ground for the work of God’s Holy Spirit. 
To be able to withstand the storms of life, which are 
bound to come to each one of us, such faith is actually 
‘one’s salvation. It will sustain us in sickness, guide us 
to the proper physicians, and prepare us for physical 
or spiritual recovery. For we shall fervently and per- 
sistently lay our honest, heart-felt needs before our lov- 
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ing Father, submitting to what is apparently His will, 
yet confidently expecting Him to grant us all that will 
be for our own ultimate good. 


Father, to Thee we look in all our sorrow, 

Thou art the fountain whence our healing flows; 
Datk though the night, joy cometh with the morrow; 
Safely they rest who in Thy love repose. 


Naught shall affright us on Thy goodness leaning, 
Low in the heart Faith singeth still her song; 
Chastened by pain, we learn life’s deepest meaning, 
And in our weakness Thou dost make us strong. 


—Frederick L. Hosmer, Clark-Gillespie “Quot- 
able Poems” (Quoted in Topics Quarterly for 
November 17, 1940) 


OUR BIBLE 
FRIEDA SCHNEIDER 

Too often the Bible is read only during spare time. 
This is indeed a poor policy for, doubtless more often 
than not, the daily Bible reading will then be pushed 
aside and entirely neglected. We would think it foolish 
and unwise if we ate our meals only during our spare 
time or when it was convenient. But it is far more 
unwise to follow such a procedure with regard to our 
spiritual nourishment. 

There are professing Christians who declare, “I 
have no time for meditation,” or, “My eyes are in no 
condition to read the Bible.” But sad to say, these 
same people find plenty of time for the newspaper and 
their sight is not too dim to permit them carefully to 
read about the world’s. crime. Beloved, did you read 
the writing of God today before you read what was 
printed in the newspaper or the handwriting of your 
friends? 

Have you ever stopped to consider that if there 
were only a few Bibles available people would travel 
great distances, at an enormous expenditure of time and 
money, for the privilege of seeing and reading a copy 
of the Bible? And yet with a Bible in practically every 
home, even many professing Christians claim they have 
no time to read it. 

If you are in this class, please ask yourself this 
pertinent question, “Why have a Bible if I do not read 
it? I find use and time for practically everything else: 
why not for the Bible?’ Then, as further inventory, 
note how much time is wasted and uselessly spent. Is 
it not as absurd to speak of finding time to eat as it 
is to speak of finding time to read the Bible? Everyone 
of us is allotted twenty-four hours each day. Without 
difficulty we find time to sustain our physical life and 
to do most of the things we really want to do. Thus 
we can see that it is less a question of time than one 
of inclination. 

As with every other study, interest in the Bible in- 
creases in proportion with the time we devote to it. 
We must have a set time for the reading of Scripture 
if we desire to derive real profit therefrom. That time 
may be morning, noon or evening. Better still if one 
reads a portion at all three designated times, thus nour- 
ishing his soul as often as his body. However, if you 
find that this is an impossibility, you can devote at 
least a small portion of each day to the study of God’s 
Word if you make the least effort to do so. Put the 
Bible in your family time budget!)—Exchange. 


Twenty-nine 


Financial Reports 


The books of the Luther League of America 
will close on May 31st for the biennial report 
of The Luther League of America. Please help 
us make this report a good one by having all 
dues, missionary and Sustaining Memberships 


paid up to date. 
1941 DUES REPORT 


May 1, 1941 
League Billed 
Norther "Cahfornia. <.sils destin cease cies $34.00 
Southern California .......... eyaterete etaleralere 92.00 
CohimbiagMOistrict . geese ossicles siecle 6 34.00 
Connectictt’ 2 )...5.% SSGdisn Sixt Nistenieve sive = 98.00 
MUIGTIC Aiea siga/avele mle anee'’ Risers Saas 5 54.75 
Gedrein~Alabatna i viv scuare ¢ vis sinisiste sialele.e Stages 117.50 
EaTOUSE Piers tates Wiaiedetecetete a 6 vee cee Se 297.50 
daria! YoxcheTaiaaisoie his eisicieieleticie cahe wes ne Oris 143.75 
Sa LOWE sso civic « eisinisipinis cle eictistersia RGD ne 189.25 
USN SAG Mesvanie eronie steieteerorafalstiveters sis eielsialete/eiaie 143.50 
1—Kentucky-Tennessee ......... aiaislaielerets 49.25 
AVE carylc Tel Oe cipielelaveuvetstelevelelsieisie's eleteiwiereiereiee sie 360.50 
Michigan .... 93.50 
4— Midwest 100.00 
Minnesota ..... 155.50 
Mississippi 16.25 
. New Jersey ... 141.75 
Nebraska ..... 112.50 
North Carolina 884.75 
New York 718.75 
ROMEO train mare aie lai 372.00 
Pacific Northwest 48.50 
Pennsylvania: 
Central’ Penna. f.:cesieoss alate ope’ e feral e.chate ae 875.00 
NEmpisterititn 5 dsip sip :elecinivls Seon atetaiaetate 1560.00 
Pttsbure hy” hve sa Risheiniaretsisicrelsiee = /eieie we 449.75 
2—Rocky Mountain .............. OP Song 40.00 
South Carolina ...... Acs Gost Bie otal siete 467.75 
PCKASERA ES. Gaeaae a ttatetavas tha leratgeetets\eyere Soiree 85.50 
DNaico ats ae Mans ce) tats adele tale uhasbceieisjaielers soar 453.25 
West Virginia ......secseseceesees +e 65.50 
Wisconsii) ..-..<s Ors JOR On Sint Riolerennate 78.50 
$8,332.75 


AFRICA MISSION PROJECT 
April 30, 1941 


League Quota Senior 
Northern California ........... $50.00 $25.00 
10—Southern California ....... $150.00 153,23 
Columbia, District o..<.«s. aieaae 65:0 
ICOUNECHEHE “Gis vee sieieeieisie beret ; 100.00 48.95 
Li Faye (cee A, le ees ar ees . 50.00 27.85 
Georgia-Alabama .... ARS 130.00 75.00 
IDOIK’ +665 <0 4A 330.00 353.50 

13—Indiana . : 175.00 180.00 
5—Iowa .... F 125.00 156.76 
6—Kansas ... ; 5 140.00 142.25 
8—Kentucky-Tennessee a 70.00 81.05 
11—Maryland ...... re 520.00 503.46 
12—Michigan sere 125.00 123-72 
Midwest ...... 135.00 60.64 
Minnesota ........ aainleteie walehok 115.00 63.29 
Mississippi ...... PRS TOC . 30.00 12.50 
7—Nebraska Sie YalpGojecis eis Ga 100.00 100.00 
I—New Jersey ..dscccsrscvees 195.00 206.61 
IEW VIOTK: Wa. odie ic ae miele einiels 720.00 620.00 
North Carolina ......ssesesses 1100.00 349.15 
ee OR Oeics vies wiale’s: agibielsiz sia he Sia 555.00 575.30 
Pacific Northwest ss ease> «oe 90.00 62.78 
Pennsylvania: 

16—Central Penna. .......... 1065.00 1006.47 

Ministerium) «....... soo eceees 2150.00 1258.86 

Pittsburgh) ss cnessees sive a 655.00 410.84 
15—Rocky Mountain .......... 40.00 42.00 
14—South Carolina ............ 640.00 594.26 
Texas ...6. Sata oaeieoeze eiola stata stele 180.00 110.35 
Virginia . sete enseesecees . 505.00 20.55 
A= West” “Virginidmeccesic cc's 55.00 46.00 
2—Wisconsin .......... Tse igs 80.00 173.61 
Inter. Rally—Long Beach ..... 

ATLAS - Uaiwie tive atclataisid eteiatars ctaists 114.39 
Miscellaneous ...s.2sseessveees 12.83 
Manitobae , ccrcs ics canes eee 30.00 
N ebr.-Midwest—Special Offering 13.71 
Trinity, Saskatoon ..s.ase0sese 7.00 
Mrinity; Wisnipes) Jst-eeetce sas 12.83 

Wotaliesieaieae scree cele men ee $10,440.00 $7,774.73 
Thirty 


$1,647.06 


$498.05 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


January 1 to April 30, 1941 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’] 
Northern California... $20.00 
1—So, Calitornia ... ae 49.00 10.00 39.00 
Columbia District .. 20. 
Connecticut ....... 2. 90:00 26.00 15.00 1.00 10.00 
Bilorida. Yee cates iste pen eolOD 2.00 2.00 
Georgia-Alabama 55.00 24.00 5.00 4.00 15.00 
Jilinois) Wiiasssas a 145,00 14.00 4.00 10.00 
Indiana) sree oti - 70.00 21.00 9.00 2.00 10.00 
OW ade _sroleie raip oie piel 90.00 5.00 5.00 
Kansas i tinsina sans - 70.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee . 25.00 
Maryland” sonaens Soin L7OS00 42.00 25.00 17.00 
Niichigan  ts'els alee ale ee «45.00 5.00 5.00 
Mid WES Jcreesiv ett caisls  GO.Un) 
Minnesota scfcstess- 75.00 
Mississippi ....-... 10.00 
Webraskat rs peuseainee 55.00 13.10 10.00 3.10 
New Jersey ....0+- 70.00 21.00 10.00 11.00 
INGW 2 ¥ OF) eo.slayeare - 345.00 102.50 60.00 10.00 32.50 
North Carolina ..... 425.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Onto ib aine ere - 190.00 3U.00 25.00 5.00 
Pacific Northwest .. 25.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Penna. ... 420.00 157.00 42.50 99.50 15.00 
Ministerium ...... 750.00 128.50 57.50 31.00 40.00 
Pittsburgh) (2c) <b. 215.00 40.00 25.00 15.00 
Rocky Mountain 20.00 5.00 5.00 
South Carolina ..... 225.00 38.00 20.00 13.00 5.00 
GRAS tte wise cieipie 45.0 
Wirgitiae sc Garnvieswe 225.00 35.00 15.00 20.00 
West Virginia ...... 30.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Wisconsin ...... aes, 40,00) 5.00 5.00 
Canada. Gineds aes 3.00 3.00 
Manitoba. occa» aces si 1.00 1.00 
Executive Committee 5.00 5.00 
Special Asis: sPekicizie nts i. 77.75 57.75 5.00 15.00 
$876.85 $411.75 $297.60 $167.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


April, 1941 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 41 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT, total 6 


First Luther 


League, Waterbury 


FLORIDA, total 2 
Mrs. C. E. Bird, Jr. 
H. H. Harms 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 7 


Mrs. 


John M. 


Yost, Sr., Memorialized by Redeemer Inter- 


mediate Luther League, Atlanta 
ILLINOIS, total 6 
Marcena Kraemer 
INDIANA, total 4 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Milan 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hess Taggart, Memorialized by Holy Trinity 
Luther League, South Bend 
Howard Urquhart 


IOWA, total 5 


KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 23 
Arthur Johnson 
Louise Reecher 


Iona 
Julia Hahn 
Alma Miller 


Alexander 


Josephine Delauter 


Sarah Leiter 


Mary C. Mumford 
Robert Shoemaker 


MICHIGAN, total 1 


MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 


NEBRASKA, total 2 


NEW JERSEY, 


total 13 


NEW YORK, total 26 
Mrs. Mildred E. Doran 
Long Island District Luther League 
S. Frederick Telleen 
St. Luke’s Senior Luther League, Woodhaven 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Wurtemburg 
Rev. E. J. Himes, by St. Paul’s Luther League, Wurtemburg 
Doris Justus, by St. Paul’s Luther League, Wurtemburg 
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NORTH CAROLINE, total 2 


St. Martin’s Senior Luther League, Maiden i aco 

OHIO, 16 VIRGINIA, total 23 
First Luther League, Columbus E. W. Scholz 
First Luther League, Mansfield Sara J. Reed 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 4 
PENNSYLVANIA: 


Central Penna.: total 107 
A. E. Rohmer 
Mrs. A, E. Rohmer 
Oscar L. Lingle 
iB ee 
aro . Landis, Jr., Mary Lou Landis, Patricia Ann i 
- sl ag me ap ong Lebanon mae: 
t. Zion Senior Luther League, Scalp L 
Rev. M. R. Hamsher, D.D. si ae 
E. S. Gerberich 
Mrs. E. S. Gerberich 
J. Chester Crowther 
Mrs. J. Chester Crowther 
Rev. A. M. Stamets 
Rev. E. Martin Grove 
Mrs. E. Martin Grove 
Temple Luther League, Altoona 
Trinity Luther League, Juniata, Altoona 
er: total 48 
r. Park W. Huntington, by St. Stephen’s Y 
a League, Wilmington 7 roa an 
rs. Arloe Olsen, by St. Stephen’s Intermediate L: 
Wilmington as ae 
Pittsburgh: Total 17 
Mildred Gergenske 
C. W. Fuhr 
Dolores Strang 
Helen Strang 
Jean Pappert 
Dorothy Reichle 
Jean Erlewein 
Jane Hohman 
Marcella Happe 
St. John’s Luther League, Johnsonburg 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 2 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 18 
Ethel Hockemeyer 
Mary Rude 
Clara Shealy 
Elma Jordan 
Ciremba Amick 
Pearl Stockman 
Ebenezer Luther League, Columbia 
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Golden Jubilee 

Fifty years of Synodical work were celebrated in the form 
of a Golden Jubilee Convention of the California Synod. The con- 
vention was held in the First Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, May 
8-12, Rev. F. J. Weertz, pastor. A number of important events 
comprised the program. Meetings of young people, men and women 
took place. Dr. Weigman, president of Midland College, Fremont, 
Nebraska; Dr. Henry Pflum, president, Board of American Mis- 
sions, Buffalo, New York; Dr. Paul Roth, president of Northwestern 
Seminary, Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, 
Secretary of Promotion, United Lutheran Church in America, Phil- 
adelphia, Pennsylvania, were among those who participated in the 
program. 

Lutheran Youth Rally 

A Lutheran Youth Rally was held on the Sunday afternoon 
during the convention. A history of the Synod has been printed in 
connection with the Golden Jubilee. The young people had an im- 
portant part in the program. 

Annual District Convention 

The annual convention of the Southern California District Luther 
League will be held at the Alhambra Church, Rev. Wright, pastor, 
May 23-25. A fine program is being planned for the Leaguers. The 
Huntington Park League won the Basketball Championship. Soft 


ball is under way now. 


s u at Kitchener, July 3-7, 1941! 
aie —HOWARD L. LOGAN 
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Hensil B. Arehart 

Redeemer Luther League, Bristol 
Mt. Zion Luther League, Nokesville 
Earnest Hamer 

F. C. Hamer 

Salem Luther League, Mt. Sidney 
Rudolph Sheets 

Clarence Switzer 

Bobby Castor 

Lester Griffith 

David Miller 

Rev. John F. Futchs 

Freda Harry 

Elmer Rhudy, Jr. 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 3 
Carolyn H. Bartels 


WISCONSIN, total 1 
CANADA, total 3 
MANITOBA, total 1 


MCemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Mrs. John M. Yost, Sr. 


Memorialized by Redeemer Intermediate Luther League, At- 
lanta, Ga. ’ 


Mrs. Elizabeth Hess Taggart 


Memorialized by Holy Trinity Luther League, South Bend, Ind. 
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Calling All Leaguers to Convention 


The Second Annual “Convention of the Ministerium Luther 
League will be held Wednesday through Friday, July 23, 24, 25, 
1941, in Christ Lutheran Church, Hazleton, the Rev. Franklin T. 
Esterly, D.D., pastor. Convention headquarters will be located at 
the Hotel Altamont. 

The convention theme will be ‘‘The Abiding Christ” (John 15:4). 
The keynote address on the theme will be delivered at Wednesday’s 
Vesper service by the Rev. Ralph J. Steinhauer, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, Maple Shade, New Jersey. The message will be 
based on the sub-topic, “Christ in the Heart.” 

The Rev. John L. Deaton, D.D., pastor of Christ Lutheran, 
Baltimore, Maryland, will bring the second message on the con- 
vention theme. Dr. Deaton’s topic will be ‘Christ in the Home” 
and will deliver it at the banquet on Thursday evening. 

“The Abiding Christ—In the Church” will be the third and 
closing message on the theme and will be delivered at the Friday 
Vesper service by the Rev. Henry Cornehlsen, pastor of Immanuel 
Lutheran, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Luther Schlenker, pastor of St. John’s Church, Shen- 
andoah, the convention chaplain, has chosen for his theme during 
Quiet Moments, “Jesus Christ Our Lord.’”’ His sub-themes for the 
five quiet moments sessions will be “Jesus, the Prophet, the Fulfiller, 
the Saviour, the Prince of Peace, the Judge.” 

Among the outstanding features of the convention will be the 
Intermediate Rally at Trinity Lutheran Church, West Hazleton, 
and Fellowship Luncheon at the Y. M. C. A., Hazleton, to be 
held Thursday morning and noon, respectively; the departmental 
discussion groups session, Thursday morning; a Bible Forum, gen- 
eral discussion on “Experiences and Results of the New Age Group- 
ing,’ a tour of Kis Lyn School for Boys, Hazleton, and a dis- 
cussion groups session on ‘Youth Problems.” 

The panel sessions on “Youth Problems” will be conducted Fri- 
day morning with discussion on ‘The Christian Home,” ‘Marriage 
and Divorce,” ‘Molding a Christian Life,” “Christian Pleasures” 
and “A Church Member—But How?” 
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The convention will close Friday evening with a candlelight 
installation service for the newly-elected officers and secretaries of 
the Ministerium Luther League. 

Spend your summer vacation in the coolest spot in Pennsyl- 
vania—Hazleton, the ‘Air-Conditioned City’? in the heart of the 
Anthracite region. Remember the date!—July 23, 24, 25, 1941. 
ALL ABOARD FOR HAZLETON! 


—FRANCIS K. KLINE, Publicity Chairman 


NEWS FROM NEW JERSEY 

Greetings from the little state that does big things! We are 
going to present our report this month, by introducing you to some 
of our outstanding leaguers, and telling you what they have been 
doing. 

Meet HAROLD HAAS, our State President, who has been 
touring all the districts in the states with the state officers. He 
has arranged rallies in each district which have met with a great 
deal of success. His capable leadership has done much to keep 
things humming in the Jersey leagues. 

Meet MADELINE E. TOELLE, the new editor-in-chief of our 
state paper, The Mosquito. She has done a wonderful job of plac- 
ing this quarterly among the top-ranking papers in the league 
exchange. 

Meet ALFRED MAEISS, President of the newly-organized 
Newark District. Seven leagues were present at their last rally 
and once again the district’s horizon looks bright. Al is also treas- 
urer of the state, and is doing a fine piece of work there too. 

Meet ELLA A. KAACK, our Missionary Secretary. Under her 
leadership, New Jersey became the first state to meet its Missionary 
quota. At present she has begun a drive to furnish a room in the 
dormitory of Mt. Airy Seminary. Already over one-third of the 
required amount is in her hands. 

Meet ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER, National President, who still 
devotes much of his time to the work of our state. One is always 
likely to meet him at any of the local or district meetings. We al- 
ways appreciate his interest and leadership. 

Meet HARRY BOEHNLEIN, chairman of our next State con- 
vention, which will be held over the Labor Day weekend at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Jersey City. Already he is at work making plans 
for our forty-sixth annual convention. 

Meet THE CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICEMAN, who is 
busy in Jersey getting together a delegation to attend the National 
Convention at Kitchener-Waterloo, during July. 


ALFRED L. BECK 
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“THE SWEDISH NIGHTINGALE” 
A Biography of Jenny Lind 
By HELEN HEADLAND 

Of many attractive biographies for younger 
readers, published this year here is one which 
you will find of especial interest. It is called “The 
Swedish Nightingale,” a biography of Jenny Lind, 
by Helen Headland, published by the Augustana 
Book Concern. The concert tour of Jenny Lind 
in America in the 1850’s under the management 
of P. T. Barnum, is one of the most interesting 
and colorful incidents in American social history. 
Helen Headland has told it well. She has also 
given us a finely real and appealing portrait of 
Jenny as a young girl just discovering the treas- 
ure of her voice, and an absorbing account of her 
whole busy and useful life. Attractive features 
of the book are decorative drawings of historical 
accuracy and the reproduction with words and mu- 


sic of Jenny Lind’s favorite songs as she sang 
them. 


Attractively bound. An ideal gift. Price $1.50. United 
Lutheran Publication House, Phila elphia, =F 3 


A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM 
(Continued From Page 9) 
its honor, using its emblem or salute, they should be 
immediately deported to that country. 

To promote “isms” in this country, other than 
Americanism, is an insult to the principles and ideals of 
the American people. Our forefathers had to fight for 
the liberty and freedom we now enjoy. Americans will 
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continue to fight to maintain it by displaying the same . 
courage and the same foresight as our predecessors. 

I believe the democratic system of government is the 
highest form and is best for the human race. We have 
complete control of our government through our duly 
elected representatives. Therefore, I hope the citizens 
will actively unite and promptly defend that system 
against any encroachments. 

Quoting from the Bible, Psalms 33:12: “Blessed is 
the Nation whose God is the Lord.” 

Forewarned is Forearmed. We, of the teen age, are 
the immediate future citizens. It is more our responsi- 
bility than our fathers and grandfathers. Not by violence 
but by religious and patriotic watchfulness, intelligent 
understanding and active cooperation with our elected 
officals can we counteract and eradicate the traitors and 


their work. It is “Our Democracy” which we must ac- 
tively support and protect. 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN, The Friendly Church 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ross H. Stover, D.D., LL.D., §.T.D. 
9:00 A. M.—Early Morning Service 
10:00 A. M.—Sunday School 
11:00 A. M.—Morning Service (WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
7:30 P. M.—Evening Service (WDAS) 


7:30 P. M.—Thursday Night (WDAS) 


Dr. Stover’s Books, 
United Lutheran Publication House 


“How Shall I Say It?” or “The Art of Public Speaking,” $1.00 
“What Do We Know About Life After Death?” $1.00 
“I'll Tell You Why I Am a Protestant,” 25 cents 


MOTION PICTURES 


ROCKY BOY TODAY 


Indian Mission at Rocky Boy Reservation, Montana— 
Sun Dance to Holy Communion 


Write for list of other films. 


Guard against disappointment by consulting us 
before renting motion pictures. 


LUTHERAN FILM SERVICE 
A Division of Religious Teaching Pictures 


Chicago, IIL 


77 West Washington 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 


AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 


These simple, but five important words appearing in bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to the 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age . . . 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthen 

in faith in God . . . 
WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 
cynicism, ingratitude ... P 

Five simple words must be sustained in value. Five thou- 
sand alumni everywhere will agree that Wittenberg College, 
in undertaking a campaign for more than a million dollars, 
must be supported by generous contributions so that 


Muhlenberg College 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
Strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 


Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - - - ~- President 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. = -)..5"s/, = .»' _ Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College” 
must cOntinue to mean more and more 
So, for students now at Wittenberg and for those to come, 
the million is now needed to realize a greater college on the 
historie and beloved campus in Springfiel, Ohio. 


For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
olina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. — : 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. : 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. , 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of- character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


DLYLIV PLGA VIVAL 


MARION COLLEGE 


A Lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia 
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EDUCATION 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
HOME ECONOMICS 
MUSIC 

SPEECH 


LIBERAL ARTS 
PRE-LIBRARY 
_PRE-NURSING 
PRE-JOURNALISM 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK 
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Happ Bote and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


68th Year Catalogue and Viewbook 


H. J. RHYNE, President 
7 _ BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


COROT 


ACA) 


RATES $435.00 


Order a Supply Now 4 i 


utner League OM als — 
| | 

No order accepted for less than : 

twenty-five cents. All prices postpaid. 

This amount may be made up of as- 

sorted sizes. Remittance must accom- ~ 

pany order. Prompt shipment. 

4 
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Wai DEG fememP UN KOGIOFS sha lp aie cupioie cow echie sins otele datern.4/a su wlnle aielere s alevievek oie 4 cents each 


No. 5—Full Colors. ..$2.00 per 100 


No, 7—Plain es Color 
$1.00 per 10 


No, 6—Full Colors 


$1.75 per 100 Number 9 
Number 8 Plain Blue Color 
Plain Blue Color 90 cents per 100 
Number 2—Full Colors..i..scccecceesscveees $3.25 per 100 80 Rona pe tat Number 10 
Full Colors 
$1.75 per 100 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. | 
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